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Notwithstanding the arrival of reinforcements from 
England, Sir Henry did not make any grand attempt 
on the army of Wasbington, posted on each side of the 
Hudson; indeed, he durst not venture to attack him 
whilst in possession of his strong positions on the High- 
lands. He, therefore, resolved to concentrate the 
greater part of the troops on York Island, for the pur- 
pose of placing the works at that place in such a con- 
dition as to resist the American army, in case it should 
attack them in the absence of the detachments which 
he had contemplated to send southwardly, in aid of his 
troops, then carrying on the war in South Carolina and 
Georgia. With this latter view, Cornwallis was actually 
embarked with a strong reinforcement, but he was or- 
dered to debark as soon as Sir Henry was apprised that 
a powerful fleet, under Count D’Estaing, with 7000 
jand troops, was on the American coast. This fact also 
being known to the American commander-in-chief, in- 
duced him to relinquish, at least for the time, his inten- 
tion of laying siege to Stony Point, as will be discover- 
ed from the following letter:— 


f Head Quarters, West Point. 
Dear Sir,-~1 bave your favour of yesterday, enclosing 
a sketch of the bearings and distance of the grounds 
contiguous to Stony Point. It is not to our interest to 
disturb the enemy at that, or any other detached post, 
just now. Under present circumstances, we should en- 
deavour to keep them as much separated as possible, 
for if part of my plan, recommended to the Count, can be 
carried into execution, we shall put it out of the power of 
the detachments to join the main body. I would, there- 
fore, wish that the enemy may be lulled into security, 
rather than alarmed. A small time will determine 
whether those posts, or a greater object, shall engage 
our attention. 
Iam, with great regard, dear Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
GEO. WASHINGTON. 
General Warne. 


Heights of Haverstraw, 
14th October, 1779. 

De..r General,—The appearance of the number of 
vessels in Haverstraw Bay was a little exaggerated,-- 
There is not the least sign of an alteration in the garri- 
son, except that they are employed in erecting a maga- 
zine. Had not your Excellency given a hint, a few 
days since, that you wished to lull, rather than alarm 
the enemy, I should have been tempted, since the arri- 
val of the Virginia line, to have asked for the artillery I 
mentioned, which I have ground to believe we should 
have used with effect, or obliged the enemy to move 
up in force, and relinquish every other operation, 
without much injuring us. General Woodford has taken 
post near Smith’s tavern, about three miles on my right, 
and one mile in the rear of the meeting-house. Our 
present position gives us perfect security, excepting 
against very superior numbers, and in that case we have 
a safe retreat. You request a sketch of Stony Point— 

wos. IV; 17 ° 


‘enclosed is the only one which I possess; I have taken 
|a good deal of pains, and incurred some risk to deter- 
| mine the respective lines of fire as delineated on the 
plan. 
I have the honor to be, 
Your Excellency’s obedient, 
ANTHONY WAYNE. 


Sir Henry, still labouring under an apprehension that 
a combined attack would probably be made on him at 
York Island, and being desirous to guard against the 
evil consequences of such an event, as far as practica- 
ble, called the aid of the garrison of Stony and Ver- 
plank’s Points to his fortifications about New York. On 
the 21st October, General Wayne addressed the Com- 
mander-in-chief. 


Light Infantry Camp, 21st October, 
1779, Half past one, P. M. ¢ 


About 10 o’clock last evening, I received intelligence 
that a number of flat-bottomed boats and several vessels 
were moving up Haverstraw bay. The troops were 
ordered to lay on their arms, and several patroles were 
detached towards the enemy’s lines to observe their 
motion, the whole concurring that some capital move 
was in agitation, but we could not discover whether it 
was an embarkation or debarkation.., 

At twelve o’clock, A. M., I put the troops in motion, 
in order to strike the enemy in flank the moment they 
should pass the morass, and endeavour to enter with 
them; but all continued very quiet until daylight, when 
I observed them busily employed in embarking their 
cannon and baggage. About 10 o’clock they began to 
demolish the parapets and fraising on Verplanks, but 
they had not attempted any thing of that sort at Stony 
Point; they appeared to be waiting for the tide of ebb. 

I have sent for General Woodford’s artillery, and I 
am determined to prevent them from destroying the 
face of their works at Stony Point. They will, proba- 
bly, burn and blow up the block-houses. I shall only 
keep a Captain’s guard at Stony Point until I hear fur. 
ther from your Excellency, for be assured the works 
will be in our possession this night. The moment we 
enter them, I shall announce it to you by the firing of 
five cannon, observing the time of halfa minute between 
each gun. 

{nterim, I am your Excellency’s 
Most obdt. and very humble serv’t, 
ANTHONY WAYNE, 


Light Infantry Camp, 22d October, 1779. 


Dear General,--I received your two favours of the 
21st, by Dr. Johnston and the express—the first at four 
in the afternoon, the latter at 11 o’clock last evening. 

I did myself the honour to announce to you yester- 
day, the evacuation of Stony and Verplank’s Points~- 
on which occasion [ met your idea of caution in taking 
possession of that post, as | apprehended more danger 
from the enemy after the evacuation, than from any 
enterprise whilst they held those works. At present ail 
is quiet, and their shipping out of view. 

Colonel Johnson will inform your Excellency of the 
state of the works; all the blockhouses are destroyed, 
with some of the sing and parapets, but the far 
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greater part is perfect, and very little of the abbatis | last, informed Captain Bowman, who had charge of a 
injured. | piquet, that the enemy had embarked 12,000 men, said 

I only keep a Captain’s guard at Stony Point in the | to be destined for Georgia, but that the inhabitants 
day time, and withdraw him at night.—As the object | weve greatly apprehensive that a total evacuation was 
which drew us to this position is now removed, and the | about to take place. However, he says that he is con- 
forage chiefly consumed, I shall expect your Excellen- | fident a very great proportion of their troops are about 
cy’s orders to take some other post—perhaps the vici- | to embark; but this I only give as his report. I have 
nity of Hackensack or Acquahenunk bridge may be | procured some people who reside in full view of New 
the most proper at present, for unless we forage in that | York and Fort Washington, to watch their motions, so 
quarter, the enemy certainly will do so. that if any more should take place, you may expect the 

Iam, your Excellency’s obedient, earliest intelligence. 
ANTHONY WAYNE. Your Excellency’s most obdt. servant, 

His Excellency, ANTHONY WAYNE. 
General WasnincTon. ; 
Camp at Acquakenunk ae 


Heap QUARTERS, me 8 : 
West Point, 27th Oct. 1779.§ | 18th November, 1779. 


Dear Sir,—Yours, dated one o’clock this morning, | Dear General,—The false alarm the other day pre- 
reached me at 7. You will probably be soon informed | vented Colonel Putnam from executing the business 
more certainly of the real strength of the enemy, and | Upon which he went, and the rascally inhabitants have 
what seems to be their intention. Should you find it| since driven in their cattle to Powles Hook, except 
more than a forage, you will endeavour to collect the | about forty head, which were ar: off yesterday by 
militia lately ordered out, some of whom are, 1 sup-| Captain Bowman, whilst part of the field officers and my- 
pose, by this time at their rendezvous at Pomptown, | Self were reconnoitring the enemy in the vicinity of Fort 
and many more undoubtedly at their place of battalion | Washington, We had an idea of striking those on the 
rendezvous. _north side of. King’s Bridge, by taking the advantage 

I have sent an express to General Sullivan, and have | Of a stormy night, and embarking on board boats at 
directed him to bend his march towards Morristown, | Chester, falling down with the tide, and landing in the 
and to send forward some officers to you, to know your | reat of their works, and entering their encampment, 
situation, and that of the enemy, that he may, should | which was of considerable extent, with fixed bayonets, 
there be occasion, fall lower down than Morristown. | and after settling the business there, to carry the works, 
There is a considerable quantity of forage along the | if practicable; otherwise to pass them, and retire by 
mountain, and probably a good many cattle; the destruc- | Phillips’ and over Croten bridge: but the enemy have 
tion of the former and the capture of the latter, may | foreclosed us in this manceuyre, by withdrawing their 
perhaps be the intention of the enemy. We have, like- | troops and demolishing Fort Independence, and every 
wise, a number of flat boats at Middlebrooke. You | other work on the main, except a redoubt on the ground, 
will attend to those several matters, as being, in my | known by the name of the “Three Trees;”—facts of 
opinion, most material, and be pleased to keep me which your Excellency must have received intelligence 
constantly advised of all occurrences. ’ before this time. They have thrown up four rebutments 

I am, dear Sir, yonr most obedient servant, ‘ , between Laurel Hill and the North River, in front of 

GEO. WASHINGTON. | Fort Washington, and which they have joined together 

P. S. You will make use of Baylor’s dragoons, if you | by a strong stockade and abbatis. I have received in- 

have not already taken them with you. | telligence of an intended forage by the enemy in the 
; ; - | English neighbourhood, and that it is to take place 
New Bridge, 4t& Nov. 1779. | about the full of the moon. I expect to hear more of the 


9 o’clock, P. M. ., | matter, of which you shall have the earliest notice. 
Dear General,--We marched in force to the English | Interim, your Excellency’s 


neighbourhood, on Tuesday morning, for the purpose | Very obedient servant, 

of making a grand forage between this place and Ber- | ANTHONY WAYNE. 
gentown, which we have effected without opposition. | 
The troops will return to their camp near Paramus this | Heap Quarters, 

evening. West Point, 20th Noy. 1779. 

We found at, and brought off from Winhook and| Dear Sir,--I was yesterday favoured with yours of 
Bergen, upwards of one hundred head of fat cattle, and | the 18th, It would have been a yery desirable thing to 
a considerable quantity of grain, for which 1 have di-| have wound up the campaign by a successful strike up- 
rected certificates to be given, although I have some | on the enemy before they retire within King’s Bridge. 
suspicions that the greater part was designed for the | I have no doubt but if, in ‘the course of your enquiries 
enemy, who, from every observation I could make, and into their situation, the enterprise had been found war- 
1 reconnoitred them very minutely, 1 am of an opinion | rantable, you would have given me information before 
that they are preparing for an evacuation; in this idea [| any movements would have been made. This, when 
am joined by most of the field officers. A great num-| the execution of a measure of any consequence does not 
ber of their shipping was at the watering place, and | depend upon the movement, is absolutely necessary, 
others falling down. At 12 o’clock, yesterday, being | and would probably have been evidenced in the matter 
young flood, a signal was fixed at that place, when they | you had in comemplation, had it gone on, for I had re- 
began to unfurl their topsails in order to make room for | solved to attempt the same erterprise, to be executed 
others to water. The person at whose house I was, | in the same manner you mention, by water, by the trocps 
says, they water in rotation, being space sufficient for | at Verplank’s Point and its vicinity. General Howe was 
only a part to water at the same time; what corrobo- | down, and sent persons into the enemy’s camp, to ob- 
rates the idea of an evacuation, is, that they had intelli-| tain the necessary information, just as they went within 
gence of our being out two days, and, although there | the bridge. I have been thus full to show how much 
are three large encampments at and near Fort Washing- | depends upon communication, and how fartwo well 

ton, from which they might, with great ease, haye | meant and well concerted plans might have defeated 
thrown over a sufficient number of troops to cblige us| each, had we have been ignorant of each other’s de- 
to repass this bridge, yet they looked en coolly, and | signs. 
suffered us to carry off the forage and cattle, which, I am, with great regard, dear Sir, your most obedient 
heretofore, they used to count upon as their own. servant, 

Whilst I was at Winhook, a Captain of a vessel, who 
had made his escape from a prison ship the night before; Brigadier General Wayne. 





GEO. WASHINGTON, 
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Light Infantry Camp, 
Second River, 25th Nov.1779. 

Dear General,—I was honored with your favour of 
the 20th inst. the day before yesterday, on the margin 
of the North river, opposite Fort Washington, and must 
conclude that I have omitted a word or two in my letter 
of the 18th inst.; but you Excellency has done me jus- 
tice in supposing’ that I would not attempt any thing 
capital without giving you previous notice, and obtain- 
ing your permission. Indeed, in this instance, we 
could not have effected our designs, but without your 
Excellency’s concurrence, as the boats must have been 
furnished by your order; and when I said that we had 
determined to strike the enemy’s camp on the north 
side of King’s bridge, I could have no other idea but by 
your Excellency’s approbation. All l regret is, that we 
had not adopted the plan sooner, or that the enemy had 
delayed a few days longer. For be assured we should 
have succeeded to our most sanguine wishes. 

I intend to reconnoitre Staten Island: if any thing can 
be attempted there with a fair prospect of success, I 
shall attend your Excellency on tie occasion. 

Inclosed are the proceedings of a general court mar- 
tial of this corps, on Patrick Obrian. 1am told that he 
is an old offender in this way. Whether, in this in- 
stance, it was from the effects of liquor, as the Penn- 
sylvania and Connecticut troops had received some state 
stores the morning preceding, or from what other cause 
I cannot say, but some soldiers belonging to these states 
aided in the mutiny, and they have been punished in a 
very exemplary manner,—i. e. by receiving from three 
hundred to five hundred lashes per man; which have 
made all the other bodies exceedingly orderly and quiet. 
I should be glad of your Excellency’s determination on 
Obrian’s sentence, as he has been sometime in confine- 
ment. 

I did myse’f the honor of sending you Revington’s 
prper ofthe 20th, by Captain Jones, of Baylor’s dra- 
— by which it appears that the enemy were not a 
ittle elated on the southern affair, and have given a hint 
to Congress, by which they ought to profit; i. e. that 
the term for which a great part of your army was enlist- 
ed'is nearly expired, of which I have some ground to 
believe Mr. Clinton means to take an advantage this 
winter, otherwise he will certainly leave the continent. 

Iam your Excellency’s most obedient, 
ANTHONY WAYNE. 


Heap QUARTERS, 
West Point, 27th Nov. 1779. 

Dear Sir,—I find some embarrassment in deciding on 
Obrian’s sentence. Wedo not see the multiplying of 
executions produce the effects for which they were in- 
tended; and for many reasons it is not a desirable thing 
to lose men in examples of this kind, unless in case of | 
the most apparrent necessity. 1 would be directed in | 
some measure by the consequences which a pardon | 
might occasion; and if tlrese could not be of any consid- | 
eration, he may be confined for some time, under the 
fear of the punishment sentenced him by the court, and 
then liberated. 

Fort Stannix still remains in our possession, without 
any other attack than what you find in the New York 
papers. I had anticipated the hint which you have taken 
notice of, by a very full representation on the subject to 
Congress. 

1 am, dear Sir, your most obedient servant, 
GEO. WASHINGTON. 
Brigadier General Wayne. 


So soon as Sir Henry Clinton’s preparations for a 
movement had clearly indicated that the south was his 
main object, General Washington obtained permission 
of Congress to detach the Virginia line to the aid of the 
southern army. On this occasion he thus addressed 
General Wayne :— 

, ' Heap QUARTERS, 
Morris Town, 8th Dec. 1779. 
Dear Sir,—The troops of the state of Virginia being 
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ordered by Congress to Philadelphia, you will be pleas- 
ed to order the officers and men of that line, at present 
with the light infantry, to march immediately to Phila- 
delphia; where they will meet the remainder of the line. 
Should the baggage of any of the officers be with the 
regiments to which they properly belong, some per- 
sons should be sent up, who may see it Sent forward 
with the baggage of the line. 
I am, dear Sir, your most obedient servant, 
GEO. WASHINGTON. 

General Warne. 

The General, who was celebrated for his promptness 
in the execution of every military or civil duty which 
his station imposed on him, replied:— 

Light Infantry Camp, 9th Dec. 1779. 

Dear General,—-In obedience to your’s of yesterday, 
Colonel Febiger, with the Virginia light infantry, will 
march to-morrow morning at eight o’clock; but, for 
want of shoes, must carry a great many of his people in 
wagons. 

There are a considerable number cf our men totally 
barefoot, and many more will soon be in the same pre- 
dicament. unless we receive a speedy supply of this ne- 
cessary article. It is true, that some of the regiments 
and brigades have forwarded a partial supply of cloth- 
ing, but have totally withheld the shoes; perhaps they 
have drawn none, or mean to preserve them until the 
infantry join the line; they also refuse to supply men in 
the place of those whose term of service have expired, 
on the presumption of a speedy dissolution of the corps, 
which idea has also prevented me from being more pres- 
sing, if possible, on the occasion. 


Address of the officers of the Virginia Light Infantry. to 
General Wayne. 

Light Infantry Camp, 

Second River, December 9th, 1779. 
Dear Sir,—The officers of the Virginia line, who have 
had the honor of being commanded by you in the Light 
Infantry, beg leave to return you their sincere thanks 
for the repeated marks of esteem and politeness you 

have expressed towards them. 

They entertain the highest veneration and respect for 
your character, both as a military man and a gentleman. 
Under these circumstances, we feel the greatest re- 


' gret, especially at so short a notice, to be separated 
from a corps we love and a General we honor. Accept, 


therefore, dear Sir, those sentiments of our esteem, and 
believe us, aft.r wishing you every future happiness, 
success, and prosperity, to be, with the most cordial af- 
fection and respect. 

Your most obedient, and mest humble seryts. Atthe 
unanimous request, and in behalf ef the 

Virginia officers in the Light Infantry. 
CHRISTIAN FEBIGER, Colonel. 
The honorable Brigadier 

General Warne. 

‘ Light Infantry ens 
Second River, 9th Dec. 1779. 

Dear Sir,—-The approbation of my conduct by a corps 
so respectable as the officers of the Virginia Light Infan- 
try, must inevitably afford the sincerest pleasure. That 
attention which they are pleased to attribute to polite- 
ness, was the effect of their own merit, which will al- 
ways ensure the esteem of the General who has the 
honor to command them. 

Permit me, therefore, to return my most gratefal 
thanks to them and you, Sir, for this mark of respect, 
and believe me to be, with singular esteem. 

Your most obedient and humble servt, 
ANTHONY WAYNE. 
Col. Fenieer, For himself 
and officers of Virginia 
Light Infantry. é 
Heap Quarters, Morristown, ? 
15th December, 1779. § 
Dear Sir, Yours of yesterday came to hand late last night. 
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Newark, that the fleet had certainly sailed-—which I find 
by yours was premature. The same account mention- 
ed that a great number of flat boats and some horse were 
on board. t would wish youto endeavour to ascertain the 
truth of these circumstances. It is probable they are 
waiting until they are fully informed of the situation of 
the French fleet. I shail immediately send Mr. Pen- 
dieton’s letter to General Knox. While the enemy 
remain in New York, there seems a necessity of the 
Light Corps continuing its present position. If 
any of the officers are in want of necessaries, which they 
have not with them, I think they had best send for them, 
as the time of their stay below is so yery uncertain. 
I am, dear Sir, your most obedt. servt, 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 
General Warne. 

Light Infantry mes 

12th December, 1779. 

- Dear General,--I have nothing new from the enemy 

but I hourly expect my Mercury. 

Was I to hazard an opinion, it would be, that no em- 
barkatien will take place until the sun has paid his visit 
to, and on his return from, the tropic of Capricorn; be- 
cause seamen always dread the tropical more than the 
equinoctial storms. Should Sir Henry Clinton possess 
those talents necessary to constitute a General of so pow- 
erful an army as he now commands; should he have for- 
titude to bear the calumny ofthe world, and tacitly com- 
mit his military character to a temporary—-, his business 
is still to keep up the idea of an embarkation until ve 
have hutted, sent off our horses, a great proportion of 
our officers absent on furlough, and the term of service 
of a large part of our army expired. Isay shall he be 
the General, he would then make a rapid push in full 
force for our debilitated camp—where, if he should be 
unfortunate, he cannot sink lower than he already is; 
but if successful, his military character will shine with 
some lustre, and put himina condition to act in any 
other quarter, leaving a small garrison at New York, as 
it would require some time for us to recover our loss, 
or be in a situation to disturb or put them in danger, | 
whilst he might roam at large with impunity. 


ANTHONY WAYNE. 





Ihad received an account, by some gentlemen from present seeming embarrassment is owing to the Count, 
with his squadron, remaining on our coast. 


gle pair in the store. 
are to have the men speedily furnished with this article, 
and shall give you notice the moment they arrive. Our 
situation with respect to provision or flour is nowise 
preferable to yours. Nothing is left undone to bring 
forward a proper supply: till this can be effected, you 
must eke out your quota with as much parsimony as 
possible. 
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I should not have the smallest objection te Major 


Moore’s continuing with you, did not his duties in the 
line of the army, as Brigade Major, and Brigade Inspec- 
tor, render his presence here indispensable. 
may be enabled to complete the field officers in which 
you are deficient, you will be pleased to return the num- 
ber wanted, and the lines from which they are to be 
drawn. 


That I 


I have directed an equivalent of men from the Mary- 


land troops for those whose time of service have expired 
and left you. The two Pennsylvania companies may re- 
main in Col. Butler’s regiment, where you have placed 
them, at least for the present. 


The shoes have not yet reached us, nor is there a sin- 
I am not less anxious than you 


Iam, dear Sir, 
Your obedient and humble servant, 
GEO. WASHINGTON. 


Second River, 21st Dec. 1779. 

Dear General,—Last Saturday a considerable num- 
ber of transports fell down to Redhook, and on Sunday 
morning, about ten o’clock, they weighed anchor and 
fell lower; but whether there were any troops on board, 
or whether they went further down than the Narrows, 
the informant cannot tell, as he could not possibly pass 
to New York on account of the ice. He has since gone 
over with another to Staten Island, from whom I expect 
to hear either this night or in the morning. 

I am just setting off for Bergen: the rivers are all fast 
as far as Powles,Hook. If an attempt against that post 


should be deemed advisable, we cannot stir for want of 
clothing, but more particularly for want of shoes, of 


which article two-thirds of our people are totally desti- 
tute,—which circumstance almost disqualifies us for 


I forgot to mention the deficiency of field officers with either offence or defence in this inclement season. 


this corps, there being only three on the ground exclu- | ‘The Brigade Quartermaster is now, and has been 
sive of Major Moore, who was on his way from Philadel- | absent some days, in erder to procure a supply; but I 


phia to camp, where your Excellency did me the honor | have not learned, as yet, his success. 1 am sorry to say 
to call at my quarters. I have detained him ever since, | that our prospects of a competent supply of provisions 
to take charge of the two Pennsylvania Light Compa- | is very gloomy; which, together with our other wants, 
nies that were in Colonol Febiger’s regiment, which I | renders the situation of the troops extremely distress- 





pleasure is known. 


The shoes have not yet arrived, nor has the Maryland 
line furnished any men in place of those whose terms of 





























strike. 1, therefore, wish the men and shoes, so as to 
be prepared for either. 

You will have goodness enough to excuse this free- 
dom, and believe me, in every vicissitude of fortune, 
ready to serve you, with the best service of your Excel- 
lency’s Most obedient and humble servant, 


His Excellency, ANTHONY WAYNE. 
General W asuincron. 












































Heap QvaRTERS, 
Morristown, 20th Dec. 1779. 

Dear Sir,—I have been favoured with your letter of 
the 18th. Of the objects that claim the enemy’s atten- 
tion, itis difficult to determine which is their choice. 
Should circumstances prevent them making detach- 
ments, or from the prosecution of any remote enterprise 
which they may have designed, and their whole force 
be thereby detained in this quarter, such an attempt as 
you have suggested is by no means improbable. 

The doing of something would become a matter of 
necessity. lt would appear, however, that much of their 






























































-have annexed to Colonel Butler’s until your Excellency’s | 


service are expired. Two or three such nights as the | 
last will give an opening for either us or the enemy to | 


\ing. However, it is our duty to cast a veil over the 
| worst, and only show the best side of the picture; and 
| should matters become more desperate, we can, at all 
, events, feed ourselves. 
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
ANTHONY WAYNE. 
P. S. Just as I closed this address, I was honored with 
yours of yesterday, and sincerely regret our mutual 
privations. Since my writing last, Lieutenant Colonel 
Hay has joined us. 1 understand that Major Hull and 
Major Steward are on their return. There will then 
be wanting one Lieutenant Colonel frem the Massachu- 
sett’s line, for Colonel Putnam’s regiment.—One Lieu- 
tenant Colonel from the Connecticut line, for Colonel 
Meigs, and one field officer from the Pennsylvania line, 
for the two companies that were with Febiger. 





Appointments by the Governor. 

BrensamMin M’Kernan, Esq..to be a Justice of the 
peace in the district numbered 6, composed of the 
“cin of West Pennsboro’, in the county of Cumber- 
lan 

Writiam SEnseman, Esq. to be a Justice ofthe peace 
in the district numbered 8, composed of the townships 


of East Pennsbero’ and Silver Spring, in the county of 
; Cumberland. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


Of the Convention for the Province of Pennsylvania, held 


at Philadelphia, January 23, 1775, and continued by 
adjournments to the 28th. 


At a Provincial Convention for the Province of Penn- 
sylvania, held at Philadelphia, January 23, 1775, and 


continued by adjournments from day to day, to the 
28th:—PresENT, 


For the City and Liberties of Philadelphia. 
John Dickinson, Esq. James Miligan, 
Thomas Mifflin, Esq. John Wilcox, 
Charles Thomson, Esq. Sharp Delany, 
John Cadwalader. Esq. Francis Gurney, 
George Clymer, Esq. John Purviance, 
Joseph Reed, Esq. Robert Knox, 
Samuel Meredith, Francis Hassenclever, 


William Rush, Thomas Cuthbert, sen. 
James Mease, William Jackson, 
John Nixon, Isaac Melcher, 

John Cox, Samuel Penrose, 

John Bayard, Isaac Coates, 
Christopher Ludwig, William Coates, 


‘Thomas Barclay, 
George Schlosser, 
Jonathan B. Smith, 
Francis Wade, ; 
Lambert Cadwalader, 
Reynold Keen, 
Richard Bache, 
John Benezet, 

Jacob Rush, 

William Bradford, 
Elias Boys, 

James Robinson, 
Manuel Evre, 


Blathwaite Jones, 
Thomas Pryor, 
Samuel Massey, 
Robert Towers, 
Henry Jones, 
Joseph Wetherill, 
Joseph Copperthwaite, 
Joseph Dean, 
Benjamin Harbeson, 
James Ash, 
Benjamin Loxley, 
William Robinson, 
Ricloff Alberson, 


Owen Biddle, James Irvine. 
William Heysham, 
| Philadelphia County. 


George Gray, Esq. Benjamin Jacobs, 
John Bull, Esq. John Moore, Esq. 
Samuel Ashmead, Esq. §Sainuel Miles, Esq. 
Samuel Ervine, Esq. Edward Milnor, 
John Roberts, Esq. Jacob Laughlan, 
Thomas Ashton, Melchior Waggoner. 
Chester County. 
Anthony Wayne, Esq. Lewis Davis, 
Hugh Lloyd, William Montgomery, 
Richard Thomas, Joseph Musgrave, 
Francis Johnson, Esq. Joshua Evans, 
Samuel Fairlamb, Persifer Frazer. 


Lancaster County. 


Adam Simon Kuhn, Esq. Sebastian Graaff, 
James Climson, Fsq. David Jenkins, 
Peter Grubb, Bartram Galbraith. 


York County. 


James Smith, Esq. John Hay, 
Thomas Hartley, Esq. George Irwin, 
Jeseph Donaldson, Michael Smyser. 
George Eichelberger, 

Cumberland County. 
James Wilson, Esq. Robert Magaw, Esq. 

Berks County. 

Edward Biddle, Esq. John Patton, Esq. 
Christopher Schultz, Baltzer Gehr, Esq. 


Jonathan Potts, Esq. 
Mark Bird, Esq. 
Northampton County. 
George Taylor, Esq. Peter Kuchlein, 
John Oakley, Jacob Arndt, Esq. 
Northumberland County. 
William Plunket, Esq. Casper Weitsell, Esq. 


Sebastian Levan. 





The Chairman of the Philadelphia committee opened 
the Convention, by explaining the motives which in- 


duced said committee to propose the holding this Con- 
vention. ; 


JOSEPH REED, Esq. was chosen President of this 
Convention. 

Messrs. JonaTaan B. Smita, Jonx BEnezeT, and 
Francis Jounson, Esqrs. were chosen Secretaries. 

On motion, 


‘Resolved unanimously, That the committee of the 
city of Philadelphia, and each county committee, shall 
have one vote in determining every question that may 
come before this‘Convention. 

Resolved unanimously, That this Convention most 
heartily approve of the conduct and proceedings of the 
continental congress: That we will faithfully endeavour 
to carry into execution, the measures ef the association 
entered into, and recommended by them, and that the 
members of that very respectable body merit our warm- 
est thanks, by their great and disinterested Jubours for 


the preservation of the rights and liberties of the British 
colonies. 


On motion, 

Resolved unanimously, That it be, and it is hereby 
recommended to the several members of this Conven- 

tion to promote and encourage instructions or advice 
from their several counties, to their representatives in 
general assembly, to procure a law prohibiting the fu- 
ture importation of slaves into this province. 

Resolved unanimously, That in case the trade of the 
city and liberties of Philadelphia, shall be suspended 

| in consequence of the present struggle, it is the opinion 
of this Convention that the several counties should, and 
that the members of this Convention will, exert them- 
selves to afford all the necessary relief and assistance 
| to the inhabitants of the said city and liberties, who will 
| be more immediately affeeted by such an event. - 
| Resolved unanimously, That if any opposition shalt 
| be given to any of the committees of this province in 
carrying the association of the continental congress into 
' execution, the committees of the other- counties, in 
|order to preserve the said association inviolate, wilk 
| give all the weight and assistance in their power to the 
| committee who shall meet with such opposition. 
| Resolved unanimously, That it is the most earnest 
| wish and desire of this Convention to see harmony re- 
stored between Great Britain and the colonies: That 
we will exert our utmost endeavours for the attainment 
of that most desirable object: That it is the opinion of 
this body that the commercial opposition pointed out 
by the continental congress, if faithfully adhered to, 
will be the means of rescuing this unhappy country 
from the evils meditated against it. But if the humble 
and loyal petition of said congress, to his most gracious. 
majesty, should be disregarded, and the British admi- 
nistration, instead of redressing our grievances, should 
| determine by force to effect_a submission to the late 
| arbitrary acts of the British parliament, in such a situ- 
| ation we hold it our indispensable duty to resist such 
| force, and at every hazard, to defend the rights and 
liberties of America. 

Wuereas, it has been judged necessary for the pre- 
| servation of our just rights and liberties, to lay a re- 
| straint on our importation, and as the freedom, happi- 

ness, and prosperity of a state greatly depend on pro- 
viding within itself a supply of articles necessary for 
subsistence, clothing, and defence, a regard for our 
country, as well as common prudence, call upon us to 
encourage agriculture, manufactures, and economy.— 
Therefore this Convention do resolve as follows: 
| Resolved unanimously, That from and after the first 
| day of March next, no person or persons should usé in 
| his, her, or their families, unless in cases of necessity, 
| and on no account sell to the butchers, or kill for the 
market, any sheep under four years old. And where 
| there is a necessity for using any mutton in their fami- 
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lies, it is"tecommended to them to kill such as are the | courage it, by giving a reasonable and sufficient price 
least profitable to keep. | for the same. 

Resolved unanimously, That we recommend the set- Resolved unanimously, That we recommend to all 
ting up of woolen manufactnres in as many different | the inhabitants of this province, and do promise for our- 
branches as possible; especially coating, flannel, blank- | selves in particular, to use our own manufactures, and 
ets, rugs, or coverlids, hosiery and coarse cloths, both | those ef the other colonies, in preference to aJl others. 





broad and narrow. 

Resolved unanimously, That we recommend the rais- 
ing and manufacturing of madder, woad, and such other 
dye stuffs as may be raised in this province to advan- 
tage, and are absolutely necessary in the woollen man- 
ufactures. 

Resolved unanimously, That each person having pro- 
per land, should raise a quantity of flax and hemp suf- 
ficient, not only for the use of his own family, but also 
to spare to others on moderate terms. And that it be 
recommended to the farmers to provide themselves 
early with a sufficient quantity of seed for the proposed 
increase of the above articles of hemp and flax. 

Resolved unanimously, As salt is a daily and almost 
indispensable necessary of life, and the making of it a- 
mong ourselves must be esteemed a valuable acquisi- 
tion; we therefore recommend the making of it in the 


Resolved unanimously, That for the more speedily 
_and effectually putting these resolves in execution, we 
do earnestly recommend societies may be established in 
different parts; and are of opinion that premiums ought 
to be granted in the several counties to persons who 
may excel in the several branches of manufactory: And 
we do further engage, that we in our separate commit- 
‘tees will promote them to the utmost of our power. 
Resolved unanimously, That if any manufacturer or 
vender of goods and merchandizes in this province, 
shall take advantage of the necessities of his country, 
| by selling his goods or merchandize at an unusual and 
extravagant profit, such persons shall be considered as 
| an enemy to his country, and be advertised as such, by 
| the committee of the place where such offender dwells. 
| Resolved unanimously, That we recommend the 
making tin plates, as an article worthy the attention of 


manner used in England and other countries; and are of | the people of this province. 


opinion it may be done with success, in the interior 
parts of the province where there are salt springs, as 
well as on the sea coasts. 

Resolved unanimously, That salt petre being an ar- 
ticle of great use and consumption, we recommend the 
making of it, and are further of opinion it may be done 
to great advantage. 

Resolved unanimously, That the necessity we may 
be under for gun powder, especially in the Indian trade, 
induces us to recommend the manufacturing that article 
as largely as possible, by such persons who are or may 
be owners of powder mills in this province. 

Resolved unanimously, That we recommend the man- 
ufacturing of iron into nails and wire, and all other ar- 


ticles necessary for carrying on our manufactures evi- 


dently in general use; and which of consequence, should 
our unhappy differences continue, will be in great de- 
mand. 

Resolved unanimously, That we are of opinion the 
making of steel ought to be largely prosecuted, as the 
demand for this article will be great. 

Resolved unanimously, That we recommend the mak- 
ing of different kinds of paper, now in use among us, to 
the several manufacturers: And as the success of this 
branch depends on a supply of old linen and woollen 
rags, request the people of this province, in their res- 
pective houses, may order the necessary steps to be 
taken for preserving these, otherwise useles, articles. 


Resolved unanimously, That aswprinting types are 
now made to a considerable degree of perfection by an 
ingenious artist in Germantown; it is recommended to 

the printers to use such types in preference to any 
| which may be hereafter imported. 

On motion, Resolved unanimously, That the com- 
| mittee of correspondence for the city and liberties of 
| Philadelphia, be a standing committee of correspond- 
| ence for the several counties here represented: And 
_ that if it should at any time hereafter appear to the com- 
mittee of the city and liberties, that the fituation of pub- 
| lick affairs renders a provincial convention necessary, that 
| the said committee of correspondence do give the earliest 
| notice thereof to the committees of the severalcounties- 
Ordered, That the proceedings of this convention be 
| sent to the press, and printed in English and German, 
| under the direction of the president, and Messrs, Jona- 
than B. Smith and John Benezet. 

A true copy, 
JONATHAN B. SMITH, 
| JOHN BENEZET, g Secretaries. 


| FRANCIS JOHNSON. 
LETTERS FROM WILLIAM PENN. 
Wormincuurst, 24th 7th Mo. 88. 


| Dear Friends,—My ancient love salutes you, I writt 
| by this conyeniency before, but having yours by 
| Whitpaine I was willing to lett you know I take your 








Resolved unanimously, That as the consumption of | genll letter well, and that therein you answear me much. 


glass is greater than the glass-house now established a- 
mong us can supply, we recommend the setting up oth- 


er glass-houses; and are of opinion they would turn out | 


to the advantage of the proprietors. 

Resolved unanimously, That whereas wool combs and 
cards have, for some time, becn manufactured in some 
ofthe neighbouring colonies, and are absolutely neces- 
sary for carying on the hosiery and clothing business, 
we do recommend the establishing such a manufactory 
in this province. ‘ 

Resolved unanimously, Fhat we also recommend the 


manufacturing of copper into sheets, bottoms and ket- | 


tles. 

Resolved unanimously, That we recommend the erect- 
ing a greater number of fulling mills, and mills for break- 
ing, swingling, and softening hemp and flax. And also 
the making of grind-stones in this country. 

Resolved unanimously, That as the brewing of large 
quantities of malt liquors, within this province, would 
tend to render the eonsumption ,of foreign liquors 
less necessary; it is therefore recommended, that proper 
attention be given to the cultivation of barley: And that 
the several brewers, both in city and country, do en- 


| I have three things to add wch if Capt. Blackwell be 
| not in station I desire your notice of and performance 
accordingly. 

Ist. yt yr just law be not interrupted about ye mur- 
drous woman, for ye barbarity is crying, tis a naturalk 
justice, yt in ye mixt state we are, I cannot see how it 
is to be avoided. 

2dly. that you suffer not one person to be in the 
government that is by any act of conversation a sc™ndat 
to it and good liveing, for over this government must 
preside, and it concerns you mightily. 

Sdly. take care that the Kings lettrs yt I order my 
secretary here, Jon South, to send you, be duely pro- 
mulgated, and observed wt may be. : 

For the invasions made by ye,Ld Baltimore, you 
shall shortly hear more particularly from the King. 

Had not I upon my hand, by ye singular providence 
of god, this great point of liberty of conscience to fol- 
low and settle, to which ye King is so throughly dis- 
posed, I should make any shift to be with you ye Lord 
knows it. I shall take my leave. 

Desiring the Lord to be with you all by his blessed 
wisdom, 
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Iam, your affect. Frd and Govr. and in the truth, | dare do ye right thing. none knows this but thyselfe, 











Bror. and in case Capt. Blackwell stay not, engage him by all 

WM. PENN. | means if itis possible. I confess 1 would have some 
whatever you do keep virtue and peace a top. | worthy person have ye other yt he has not of wch I 
lett not the Reed Islands neer Phiiadelphia be spoyled | rake yee Judge; If thou likest to have the Regr Genlls 
by hasty and unlicensed cuttings. | take it else let some ingenious and well disposed per- 


If Capt. Blackwell be with you communicate ye need- | son be recommended to me for it, or in case Capt. Bla. 
ful of this and my other large one yt comes by thi®) should stay, and after some time decease, take ye same 


same conveyance. | course beforementioned, or if any other vacancy worth 
Directed | S. Jenings’s paines presents; lett him have it; for I have 

For my trusty and well beloved Friends long desired his company: And though this is no formal 
Robert Turner, Jon Simcock, A. Cook, authority, yet this is enough to treat with him and putt 
J. Eccle, S. Carpenter, or any of them _him in possession of any such capacity, and I suppose 
at Philadelphia. ye Mr. of ye Roles will not refuse ye seale upon ye 
— | bear intimation of my minde herein to him. Tho I write 

4th 8br. 1689. | as if | were to remain here, yet be assured, my eye as 


Dear Friend, | well as my heart is towards you with all speed; and so 
With my true and dear love to thee and thyn and all | soon as I am totally enlarged expect my face to be sett 
honest friends. by this know, that none of my exercises | yt way lett me recommend peace and virtue, I know 
here have come so near me as ye jumbles you have | thou lovest them therefore press ym and let me prevail 
there. I cannot declare the trouble they have given me, | with yee as hard as it is to thee to visit T. L. &c. and 
but since matters are as they are, | have, I hope, taken | renew, by Christ’s healing way, ancient sweatness and 
the best course I could to quiet things among you, ye | follow, leaving all with ye Lord who is just and good, 
lord god almighty give ym a sense of it yt have been | I have writt already about thy own business, and there- 
ye occasion, yt have sacrefiged ye quict and honour of | fore say nothing of it here, butin ye sense of yt love 
ye province to tW®ir particular humers wherever it) wch thou hast showed to me and my concerns I shalk 
lights, and guide you all in ye path of humility, meek- | ever show and approve myselfe 
ness and righteousness. And first know yt I have re- | Thy assured and affect Friend, 
moved Capt. Blackwell to my own affaires and to be | WM. PENN. 
Register genll. of ye Province, wch I hope he will ac- | many of thy Irish acquaintance now wish 
cept of, till I come at least, perswade him wt thou | they had taken their lott with thee in Penn- 
canst, and in his abstract station, the Province will see | silvania, for Irland is a land of distress at 
his abilitys and ye waut of him more. 1 have putt all this day. I leaye particulars to those yt are 
my estate in his care and made him ReceWr Genll. but | now upon their voyage to you. farewell. 
because I know not if he will accept of it, having | Directed, For Robert Turner, 
been once Govr, I have consigned goods on buard the | in Philadelphia. 
Tryal of Pennsylvania, J. Atway mr. to thee and thy| wth Care and Speed. 
servt Fuller or either of you; wch after ye supply of | — 
my plantation, is to be returned by way of Barbadoes,| P.S. toa Letter dated London 10mo. 4th day, 1690, 
oe Pomeres wth ye enerease. Remember two things | from Wm. Penn to ‘Wm. Markham, Robt. Turner, 
and give Capt. Blackwell notice of it, I desire yll vizt | &c. 
yt ye wars make goods trebble ye vallue they were,| ‘*I was cleered at Westminster again ye 28 9mo. & 
for I assure yll it is wth great difficulty a ship can go 2 or 300 more.” 
hence, the French are so powerful in shipping and pri- | _ 
vateers, and yt as ye channels mouth, next the condi- | Lonnvon, 4th 12mo. 92-3. 
tion of Ireland must needs inhance ye vallue of all sorts Dr. Friends, 
of provisions in ye Islands, so yt our calamitys here are| Considering how things stand and may stand with 
your market and gain. Wherefore let ye Province be | you; and the visible necessity the Province is under, as 
industrious while they have ye advantage, god has given | well as my own interest, and my earnest inclinations, 
us a good corn land. | that I speedily returne, I have a proposal to make, in 
Next, I herewith send a Bill of Sam]. Carpenters payd | wch if you answear me, I shall be able to make my way 
with my Son Williams tokens and gifts sent or given safe from the Govermt easy to myselfe, just to my. 
him to be layd out according to instructions to Capt. | Friends here, and this in reason I ought to desire. In 
Blackwell. The sallery he should have of me I think it | consideration therefore of my very great expenses in K. 
just the Province should pay, since they have the thing | G’s time, known in some measure to T. H. and my great 
desired. I desier thee to press it and to speak to the | losses in this K’s time ye one being at least 70001. and 
Comrs of property to do ye same, at least as part of the | ye other above 40001. or 4501. per ann, totally waisted 
6001. they owe me, and if it is pay’d either way pray | in Ireland as T. H. can inform you, by which means I 
lett Capt. Blackwell know yt. I would have wt pro-/| cannot do wt is requisite to bring me among you with- 
visions he can raise sent to Barbadoes, and traffick my | out yt time here wch may injure our joynt interest, or 
rents to ye best advantage or sell in proportion to ye | your help to shorten it; I do propese that an hundred 
rates corn will now bear in Barbadoes, &c. by reason | Persons in town, if able, or town and country, do lend 
of our distractions here. But in case Capt. Blackwell | me, free of interest, each of them 100]. for 4 years, or 
should refuse to stay upon the encouragements | give | each of them more or less, as able, so yt reach the sum 
him now, I do then hereby empower thee to deal pri- | and I will give you my bond to repay it to each of you, 
vately with Saml Jenings for the place of Register Genll | in 4 years time, or if not payd in yt time, a sufficient 
and in case that of Receivr Genll be thought by him | interest for the whole, or wt remains unpayd at 4 years 
best, lett him have thatt so he will come on our side. | end, from yt time forwards, till payd. I shall take it so 
he may have ye use of my house at my plantation, and | kindly from you, yt if you gave me more at another time 
ye gardens, but besides hogs and an increasing stock of | it should not equally please me, aud it could not be 
cattle to be sould off as they rise I will have nothing | done more seasonably for yourselves, and ye whole Pro- 
more to do with farming, so yt he may use some of the | vince, for depend upen it and you have it under my 
land to his own behoof, and keep my servts for their | hand god giveing health for it, I will not stay 6 months, 
labpur wch is to accommodate him with a better planta- | no, not 3 months, if can in yt time get passage to re- 
tion then his own, and either place is worth him about move to you, with family also. I hope to be more worth 
601. per ann. for I take him to be a shrewd man, a lover | to you, and a great deal more to ye Province; for ye 
of me and one yt will yoak well in Govermt. and yt’ hour my back is turned of Eng. some hundreds, if not 
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thousands, will follow wch will be your as well as my 
advantage, you may be informed of ye reason of this 
proposal more particularly by R. T. & T. 11. if there be 
any need for it. Almighty God encline and direct you 
for ye best, and determine quickly, for else, my cours 
will be as you may hear by T. H. otherwise in solitudes. 
my sincere love salutes you and my wishes, in the will 
of God, are for your happiness, whether I see you any 
more, wch under God, depends much upon your com- 
pliance with my proposal, and those yt close with it 
shall ever be remembered by me and myn. So wth my 
love, farewell. 
Your assured Friend, 
WM. PENN. 


The above has no direction: an Endorsement on it 
intimates that it was sent to Robert Turner. 
Lonpow, 20th 4mo. 95. 
R. Turner & 
T. Holm 
Loving firds, 


Yours are with me, and I wish if | 


God had pleased, you had been so too, yt. we might 
have been satisfied one in another; wch. if we live to 
meet I an perswaded will be. I long to see you; but 


my impediment you know, and if I cannot be assisted, | 


I must do asI can. Known are all my desires, troubles 
and ways to ye. Lord God; and when we meet before 
him yt. shall judge the world, I slall stand clear in my 
heart and actions towards yt. Province. God has hedg- 
ed up my way, but my prayer to him is, he would open 
it, for | am weary of the Delay; and I would have my 
frds. there pitty me and not censure me as to yt. Now 
for ye. commission, I tell you why I limitted it, because 


of such Collops as are cut out of my mannners; by wch. | 


Iam disseated and defeated. For Wm. Stockdale’s, 
ye. vineyard, new england frds, G. Heatlicotes graunts 


«lo touch me sorely, for | know their yalue. I ain de- 


‘termined to sell nothing taken up what ever is given 
for it, but upon my consent to be had, and yt. the mo- 
ney remitted here before S. Jen. time much was reciv- 
ed, for rents and lands; I never saw a penny of it. 1100Ib. 
or more in his receipts, I never saw a penny of it. and 
a run tozack at Pennsberry, pray lett me be consid- 
ered in these things. I take very kindly your care to 
support my house, and gett Durrels Plantation for me; 
when got, sell it not, twill serve my poor younger Son, 
And one thing more, I will never part with my Daugh- 
ters Lott Land, for it is given to her, and is her accom- 
modation, what, will not people lett me have ye. same 
regard to my children yt. have for ym. yt have at ye. 
least ye. same pretence. pray lett ye. Com.s. know my 
mind herein—and do all in love. 


I hope long before this comes, you hear of my having 
my Governmt. and of a new and fuller Commission; but 
this I must say, I am confident yt. yt. was so much blam- 
ed was taken too narrowly by some there, I never 
could be author of such a senceless limitation as yt. was 
aggravated to; however wts. past I desire may be past 
by on all bands. 


Now for Sr. Mat. Vin. he payed me upon account, so 
mnch money is in my hands, as near paysit, but Doct. 
Cox’s isnot and so major Thomson. [ intend yt. for 
Bille; Entalements in Eng. and Ireland rendering his 
portion short, my face is now turned towards Ireland, 
whentyt. Journy is over (for I have not seen my Estate 
since I had it 24 years and an 4)I bend towards you, 
with divers famelys, I may say many, and some consid- 
erable; and some persons you will be glad to see there. 
I beseech you endeavour concord. G. K. is disowned by 
ye. yearly meeting, man by man; and under yt. Judg- 
ment is, as betore, most passionate, rude, and outragious. 
Licks up the very vomit of T. H— and J. T » and 
never did one go from us yt. carried fewer with him, 
wherefore touch not with yt. Spt, nor countenance thos 
hurt by it there, for bow they must or be lest; a weighty 
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tender life keeps it down here and who keep to yt. will 
not be hurt therby, his rudeness to me has been beyond 
compare, afterall my tonderness to him, more and more 
work my Cos.Markham into a good understanding with 
Frds. there and to extinguish heats and divisions. It is 
ye. Divils designe to ruine yt. Provinces great and un- 
presidented beginnings, my love to you and yours, and 
to frds. and ye.’ people in general, they yt. forgive most 
overcome most; mind yt. 

| Press ye. suppression of vice and disorder pray, and 

| urge the Dept. a council to repeat and revive their care 
therein. 


Directed 


| WM. PENN. 


For Robert Turner 

and Tho. Holmes or 

either of them at Phila- 
delphiain Pennsylvania. 





| 

| 

REPORT. 

| In the Senate of Pennsylvania, January 29th 1820. 

| The Committee appointed on the 10th ult. on the sub- 
| ject of the present distressed and embarrassed state 
of the commonwealth, made report, which was read 
as follows, to wit. 

In the performance ofa duty of sugh high importance 
/as that which has been entrusted to your committee, 
they have felt it incumbent on them to enter at large in- 
to the investigation of the subject contemplated by their 
appointment, in order that the people of the present 
_day maybe correctly informed as to the extent and 
causes of the evils by which they are oppressed, and 
that the records of the house may be furnished with a 
document, which may afford evidence at a future day of 
the miseries which it is possible to inflict upon a people 
by errors in legislation, and by the bad administration 
of incorporated institutions. 

In ascertaining the extent of the public distress, your 
committee has had no difficulties to encounter. Mem- 
bers of the legislature from various quarters of the state 
have been consulted in relation fo this subject, and their 
written testimony in answer to interrogatories addressed 
| to them by the committee, has agreed with scarcely an 

exception, upon all material points. With sucha res- 
pectable weight of evidence added to that which has 
been derived from the prothonotaries, recorders and 
sheriffs of the different counties, from an intercourse 
with numerous private citizens residing in different parts 
of the state, as well as from the various petitions pre- 
sented to the legislature, your committee can safely as- 





period of its independence, prevails throughout the 
commonwealth. This distress exhibits itself under the 
varied forms of 

1. Ruinous sacrifices of landed property at sheriff’s 
sales, whereby in many cases lands and houses have 
been sold at less than a half, a third, or a fourth of their 
former value,thereby depriving of their homes and of the 
fruits of laborious years, a vast number of our industrious 
farmers, some of whom have been driven to seek in the 
uncultivated forests of the west, that shelter of which 
they have been deprived in their native state. 

2. Forced sales of merchandize, household goods, 
| farming stock, and utensils at prices far below the costs 
| of production, by which numerous families have been 

deprived of the common necessaries of life, and of the 
implements of their trade. 

Numerous bankruptcies and pecuniary embarras- 
ments of every description, as well among the agricul- 
tural and manufacturing, as the mercantile classes. 

4. A general scarcity of money throughout the coun- 
try, which renders it almost impossible for the husband- 
man or other owners of real estate to borroweven at a 
usurious interest, and where landed security of the most 

| indubitable character is offered asa pledge. A similar 
difficulty of procuring on loan had existed in the me- 


sert, that a distress unexampled in our country since the- 
| 


| tropolis previous to October last, but has since then 


been partially removed. 
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5. A general suspension of labor, the only legitimate | on a capital paid in of $ 400,000, and as its credit stood 
source of wealth, in our cities and towns, by which | high, and the union was deficient in a circulating medi- 
thousands of our most useful citizens are rendered des-| um, it was enabled to extend its issues vastly beyond 
titute of the means of support, and are reduced to the | the amount of its capital. The extent of its loans may 
extremity of poverty and despair. | be inferred from the rate of its dividends, which were as 


6. An almost entire cessation of the usual circulation | high as 12 and even 16 per cent per annum. The ex- 
of commodities, and a consequent stagnation of business, | tensive and distant circulation of the notes of this bank 


which is limited to the mere purchase and sale of the ne- 
cessaries of life, and of such articles of consumption as 
are absolutely required by the season. 

7. An universal suspension of all large manufacturiug 
operations, by which in addition to the dismissal of the 
numerous productive laborers heretofore engaged 
therein, who can find no other employment, the public | 
loses the revenue of the capital invested in machinery 
and buildings. 

8. Usurious extortions, whereby corporations institut: | 
ed for banking, insurance and other purposes, in viola- | 
tion of law, possess themselves of the products of indus- | 
try without granting an equivalent. 

9. The overflowing of our prisons with insolvent debt- | 
ors, most of whom are confined for trifling sums, where- | 
by the community loses a portion of its effective labor, | 
and is compelled to support families by charity, who | 
have thus been deprived of their protectors. 

10. Numerous law suits upon the dockets of our courts 
and of our justices of the peace, which lead to extrava- 
gant costsand the loss ofa great portion of valuable time. | 

11. Vexatious losses arising from the dépreciation and | 
fluctuation in the value of bank notes, the impositions of | 
brokers and the frauds of counterfeiters. 

12. A general inability in tie community to meet with | 
punctuality, the payment of their debts even for family | 
expenses, which is experienced as well by those who | 
are wealthy in property as those who have hitheito re.t- | 
ed upon their current receipts to discharge their cur- 
rent engagements. 

With such a mass of evils to oppress them; it cannot | 
be wondered at that the people should be dispirited, 
and that they should look to their representatives for re- | 
liefi Their patient endurance of sufferings, which can 
only be im#gined by those who have habitually inter- 
mingled with them at their homes and by theirfire-sides, | 
merits the commendation of the legislature, and profers | 
a powerful claim to their interference. 

Having thus enumerated the most prominent features 
of the general distress, your committe will proceed to 
point out the cause which in their opinion has occasion- 
ed it. That cause is to be found chiefly in the abuses 
of the banking system, which abuses consist first in the | 
excessive number of banks, and second/y in their univer- | 
sal had administration. For the first of these abuses | 
the people have to reproach themselves, for having urg- 
ed the legislature to depart from that truly republican 
doctrine, which influenced the deliberations of our ear- 


Ty assemblies, and which taught ‘that the incorporation | 


occasioned by the disbursments of the general govern- 
ment which was a heavy borrower, emboldened its di- 
rectors, and led them to overstep the bounds of dis- 
cretion. The channelsof circulation becoming over- 
charged with paper, and the public beginning to doubt 


the ability of the bank to redeem its notes on demand, 

naturally led to the consequences, which with the un- 

erring certainty of fate, will sooner or later result from 

an extravagant emission of paper. The notes returned 

for payment,and with the diminution of its speice means, 

the bank to sustain its credit, was compelled to resort 
to the measure of calling upon its debtors for payment. 

This reduction of bank loans operated in its day, in pre- 
cisely the same manner that we have seen it in ours.— 
A general pressure for money, bankruptcies, usurious 
extortions, the disappearance of specie, and an impossi- 
bility of procuring loans at legal interest, were among 
the evils attendant upon it. For the truth of this asser- 
tion, your committee beg leave to refer to the journals 
of the House of Representatives of the 21st and 23d days 
of March, 1785, by which it willappear, that.so great 
were the evils which resulted from the operations of this 
bank, that a petition from a number of the inhabitants of 
Philadelphia and of the counties of Chester and Bucks 
were presented to the legislature, praying for a repeal 
of its charter. These petitions were referred to the 
committee, who, on the 25th of the same month report- 
ed* that a bill should be brought in to repeal the char- 
ter, “ which was accordingly done at the ensuing session, 
on the thirteenth day of September, 1785.” The bank 
however claiming the right of prosecuting its business 
under the charter which it held from congress, continu- 
ed its operations, and the legislature at a subsequent 


| date, viz. on the 17th day of March, 1787, revived its 


charter, limiting its capital to 2,000,000 of dollars, (of 
which about 830,800 only were raised,) and its duration 
to feurteen years. ‘This charter has been since extend- 


ed for two successive periods of fourteen and ten years, 


on the twenty-ninth of March, 1799, and the 28th of 
March 1814, and will expire on the 17th day of March, 
1825. ; 

On the 25th day of February 1791, the first bank of 
the United States was chartered by congress with.a cap- 
ital of ten millions of dollars, and located at Philadelphi- 
a. Its charter expired without renewal on the 4th day 
of March, 1811. 

On the 30th day of March, 1793, the Bank of Penn- 
sylvania was incorporated for twenty years: The charter 
was renewed on the 14th of February, 1810, for twenty 


of the monied intere.t already sufficiently powerful of| years longer, with an increase of capital which is now 


_ itself, was but the creation of odious aristocracies, hos- 


tile to the spirit of free government, and subversive of 
the rights and liberties of the people.” The second a- 
buse, the mismanagement of banks, is to be ascribed to 
a general ignorarice of the true theory of currency and 
banking, and to the avarice of speculators, desirous of 
acquiring the property of others, by an artificial rise in 
the nominal value of stock, and by the sharing of usuri- | 


ous dividends. | 


In order that this subject may be clearly understood, | 


your committee have thought the following concise his- | 


tory of banking in Pennsylvania, would be acceptable. 


_ The first bank which was established in the state, and 


$ 2,500,000, and will expire the 4th of March, 1833.— 
‘This bank was authorised to have branches, of which it 
established four, viz. at Lancaster, Reading, Easton and 
Pittsburg, the last.of which has been discontinued. 

On the 5th of March, 1804, the Philadelphia bank 
was chartered, after having been some time in operation 
withouta charter, to continue until Ist May, 1814, with 
a capital not to exceed two millions of dollars; of which 
1,800,000 were raised, On the Ist day of March, 1806, 
it was renewed for 10 years, and will expire on the 1st 
day of May, 1824. It was authorized by an act of 3d 
March, 1809, to institute branches, of which it establish- 
ed four, viz. at Wilkesbarre, Washington, Columbia and 


indeed in the United States, was the bank of North A-| Harrisburg, the two last of which have been withdrawn. 


merica, which was chartered by Congress on the 31st | 
day of December 1781, with a capital not to exceed ten | 


millions of dollars, and without any limits being assigned 


On the 16th, March, 1809, the Farmers and Mechan- 
ics bank was incorporated, with a capital of $ 1,250,000, 


, } : | to continue until the 1st May, 1824. 
as to‘its duration. This charter was confirmed by the | 


state of Pennsylvania, on the Ist day of April, 1782.— | 





* See the report at full length in Journal of 28th 


This bank commenced and continued its operations up- | March, 1785, 
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Some two or three years prior to the expiration of the 
charter of the bank of the United States, application 


was made to congress for its renewal; which having fail- | 
ed, overtures were made to the legislature of Pennsylva- | 


nia, but witheut success. The anxiety displayed by the 
stockholders of this bank to continue their business, and 
the successful appearance of their dividends added to the 
locating of branches by the Pennsylvania bank in the coun- 


try, very naturally excited the attention of the public, | 


and particularly of the inhabitants of some of the interior 
counties of the state, who fancied that much of the pros- 
perity of cities was to be traced to the establishment of 
banks,and that if that were the case,there was no reason 
why the country should not participate in theiradvantages 
Such considerations as these, urged on by the desire of 
accumulating wealth without the dull exercise of labor, 
engendered a spirit of speculation. It was supposed 
that the mere establishment of banks would of itself cre- 
ate capital, that a bare promise to pay money, was money 
itself, and that a nominal rise in the price of land and 
commodities, ever attendant upon a plenty of money, 
was a real increase of substantial wealth. The theory 
was plausible, and too well succeeded. The Farmers 
bank, with a capital of $300,000 dollars, was establish- 
ed in the county of Lancaster, in the beginning of the 
year 1810, and was accompanied by seyeral others in 
the city, as well as in other parts of the state. 

These early symptoms of a mania for banking induced 
the legislature, on the 19th of March, 1810, to enact a 
law prohibiting unincorporated associations from issu- 
ing notes, or pursuing any of the operations of banks, 
but in defiance of its provisions, the system was perse- 
vered in, and even companies incorporated for the pur- 
pose of constructing bridges, departed from the spirit 
of their charters, converted themselves into banks, and 
emitted notes for circulation. 

The evils, however, which would have flowed from 
this banking spirit, would soon bave been checked, by 
the usual corrective viz. the return of the notes for pay- 


ment, had not the war which was declared in June, | 


1812, interposed. Prior to that period, the emissions 
of our banks were regulated with a constant regard to 
their liability to be called upon for the payment of their 
notes in coin. The periodical demand for dollars for 
the China and India trade, which regularly occurred 
every spring, was a check upon the overtrading spirit, 
which has always characterized corporations exempt 
from individual responsibility. The merchants at that 
day, were not afraid to demand their rights, and those 
who held claims upon the banks in the nature of notes 
or deposits, would make a demand for an hundred thou- 
sand dollars, with less hesitation than they now display 
in asking for a single thousand. Banks were then, what 
they should always be, the servants of the public, and 
until they are again reduced to the proper relation in 
which they ought to stand to the community, their ope- 
rations must ever continue to be injurious. Without 
liability to prompt payment, unin fluenced by any consi- 
derations of fear, forbearance, ar delicacy, on the part of 
the public, the community has no guarantee against a de- 
preciated and fluctuating eurrency. 

The war as might naturally be expected, put a tem- 
porary stop to the exportation of specie, and thereby 
removed the old sure check against inordinate issues of 
paper, which can possibly exist. This cessation of the 
returning of notes for payment, had the effect of invit- 
ing the banks to enlarge their issues. Loans were made 
to government to an immense amount, and to individuals 
vastly beyond what the absence of foreign commerce 
justified, and a gradual depreciation of the currency 
was the result. The increase of dividends and the faci- 
ity with which they appeared to be made, extended 
throughout the whole commonwealth the spirit of spe- 
culation, already introduced into some counties. The 





| and to accommodate its stockholders with loans to double 
the amount of their stock, had a powerful influence upon 
the public mind. A bank by many was no longer re- 
garded as an instrument by which the surplus wealth 
_of capitalists could be conveniently leaned to their in- 
| dustrious fellow citizens, but as a mint in which money 
| could be coined at pieasure, for those who did not pos- 
, sess it before. Under these delusive impressions, asso- 
| ciations of individuals sprang up in every quarter, hold- 
| ing out inducements to the farmer, the merchant, the 
manufacturer and mechanic, to abandon the dull pur- 
| suits of a laborious life, for the golden dreams of an 
artificial fortune. 


The liability however to individual ruin, attendant 
upon unchartered copartnerships, restrained in a degree, 
the banking mania, and impelled the projectors to ap- 
ply for a legislative sanction. During the session of 
1812-13, a bill to incorporate twenty-five institutions, 
the capitals of which amounted to 9,525,000 dollars, 
was passed by both houses of the T.egislature by a bare 
majority of one vote in each. The bill was returned 
by the governor with his objections, which were sensi- 
ble and cogent, and on a reconsideration the votes were 
38 to 40. At the following session the subject was re- 
newed with increased ardour, and a bill authorizing the 
incorporation of forty-one banking institutions with capi- 
tals amounting to upwards of 17,000,000 of dollars, was 
passed by a large majority. This bill was also returned 
by the governor with additional objections, but two- 
thirds of both houses (many members of which were 
pledged to their constituents to that effect) agreeing 
on its passage, it became a law on the 21st of March, 
1814, and thus was inflicted upon the commonwealth 
an evil of a more disastrous nature than has ever been 
experienced by its citizens. Under this law thirty-seven 
banks, four of which were established in Philadelphia, 
actually went into operation, the charters of which will 
expire on the Ist of April, 1825. 


The immediate commencement of a rumber of these 
| banks, with scarcely a bona fide capital equal to the 
| first instalment, for the convenient mode of discounting 
_ stock notes to meet the subsequent payments was soon dis- 
| covered, increased the mass of paper credits already too 
| redundant, and depreciated the whole circulating me- 
dium so far below a specie value, as to excite a want of 
confidence into its convertibility. In the absence of a 
foreign demand for specie, a domestic one arose. The 
laws of the New England states had been so rigorous 
upon the subject of banks which were liable to a pen- 
alty of 12 per cent. per annum for the non-payment of 
their notes, that no depreciation of their currency took 
place. The consequence thereof was, that the differ- 
ence between the New England prices of cemmodities, 
stocks and foreign bills of exchange, and those of Penn- 
sylvania was equal to the extent of the depreciation of 
the currency of the latter, and as our bank notes were 


at that time redeemable on demand, the most profitable - 


remittance which could be made to New England in 
exchange for her commodities was specie, and this de- 
_mand created a run upon the banks, which they were 
not able to withstand. ‘The situation of the southern 
and of the western banks was precisely similar to that 
of our own. All had over issued, and a general depre- 
‘ciation had ensued. The same causes produced the 
same effects, and a general stoppage of payment of all 
the banks in the United States, except those of New 
| England, took place in August and September, 1814. 
| The New England demand, it is true, was increased by 


| two causes, viz: first by facilities ip foreign trade thro’ 


neutral vessels, which were afforded them by an ex- 
_emption from the blockade of the enemy, and secondly, 
_by a well greunded apprehension, that the southern 
, banks from their extensive emissions would necessarily 


apparent success of the Farmers Bank of Lancaster, | become embarrassed. Certain it is, however, that all 
which from the enormous extent of its issues, was ena- these causes combined, could not have produced a 
bled to divide upwards of twelve per cent. per annum; general suspension of payment, had our banks observed 
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the same caution in their issues as that which charecter-| was about to be effected. Petitions in favor of the 
ized the banks of the Eastern states. measure were presented to congress, and the general 

At the time of the suspensiun of our city banks a} government, weary of the embarrassments to which its 
public meeting of merchants and others was held, who | fiscal concerns had been subjected, from a currency 
publicly sanctioned the measure, under a pledge given | varying not only in every state but in almost every vil- 
by the banks that as soon as the war was terminated, | lage, (for the banking system had by this time extend- 


specie payments would be resumed, That this meas- | 
ure was intended, is evident from the curtailment of 
loans immediately, conseyuent upon the suspension. 
But unhappily the redemption of the pledge was not | 
demanded by the public at the stipulated time, and the | 
banks urged on by cupidity, and losing sight of moral | 
obligation in their lust for profit, launched out into an 
extent of issues, unexampled in the annals of folly. 
The fulfilling of a promise to pay money by tendering 
another promise equally false, sanctioned by the public 
acquiescence, led to the organization ef additional banks 
under the act of March 1814, which had not until then 
been attempted to be formed, and a scene of indiscre- 
tion in the loaning of bank credits was every where 
exhibited, which realized the anticipations of those who 
had foretold the ruinous effects of the paper system. 
Money lost its value. The notes of the city banks be- 
came depreciated 20 per cent. and those of the country 
banks from 25 to 50, and specie so entirely disappeared 
from circulation, that even the fractional parts of a 
dollar were substituted by small notes and tickets, is- 
sued by banks, corporations, and individuals. The 
depreciation of money enhancing the prices of every 
species of property and commodity, appeared like a 
real rise in value, and led to all the consequences which 
are ever attendant upon a gradual advance of prices. 
The false delusions of artificial wealth increased the 
demand of the farmer for foreign productions, and led 
him to consume in anticipation of his crops. The coun- 
try trader seduced by a demand for more than his ordi- 
nary supply of merchandise, was tempted to the exten- 
sion of his credit, and filled his store at the most extra- 
vagant prices with goods vastly beyond what the actual 
resources of his customers could pay for, whilst the 
importing merchant having no guide to ascertain the 


| 
} 


ed itself through the middle, southern and western 
states) chartered the present bank of the United States 
with a capital of thirty-five millions of dollars, on the 
10th day of April, 1816, with corporate powers which 
will expire on the 3d of March 1836. 

No sooner was this measure adopted, than the nume. 
rous city banks, alarmed for their safety, resolved upon 
a retrograde movement, and with the reduction of their 
loans, commenced a reaction, which was accompanied 
by great mercantile distress. The result of this proce- 
dure, however, was a gradual amelioration of the cur- 
rency, insomuch that by the month of July of that year, 
the depreciation of the notes of the banks in Philadel- 
phia was brought to 7 or 8 per cent. and by the month 
of December to considerably less. 

The Bank of the United States, the subscriptions to 
which were opened on the 1st Monday of July, 1816, 
commenced its operations about the Ist of January, 
1817, and had it been conducted with the discre- 
tion and wisdom which were essential to so powerful 
a machine, its influence might have been productive 
of the most happy results. ‘The public was aware that 
the currency of the state banks was still depreciated 
from excess, and that nothing but a further reduction 
of their issues could remove its unsoundness; and yet 
with this fact, evident to the most limited capacity, the 
directors of the new bank fancied, that if they ceuld 
only persuade the city banks to ca// that a sound cur- 
rency which was in reality an unsound one, the evil of 
depreciation would be cured, and they accordingly pro- 
posed to them to enter into an agreement to resume 
specie payments on the 21st of February following. 
The city banks, sensible that their power over the 
community was so great, that few individuals would 
have the boldness to make large demands upon them 


real wants of the community but the eagerness of re- | for coin, and relying upon that forbearance which had 
tailers to purchase his commodities, sent orders abroad | hitherto been extended to them by an injured public, 
for a supply of manufactures whelly disproportioned to | who had been for two years and an half paying them 6 
the effective demand of the country. Individuals of | per cent. per annum for the use of their dishonoured 
every profession were tempted to embark in specula- | bills, consented to the arrangement, and specie pay- 
tion, and the whole community was literally plunged | ments were accordingly nominally resumed on the ap- 
into debt. The plenty of money, as it was called, was | pointed day. We say nominally, because in point of 
so profuse, that the managers of the banks were fearful fact, a bona fide resumption did not take place, as is 
they could not find a demand for all they could fabri-| evident from the well known circumstance, that fora 
cate, and it was no unfrequent occurrence to hear soli- | long time after that period, merican as well as fereign 
citations used to individuals to become borrowers, under | coins would command on the spota price in city bank 
promises as to indulgence, the most tempting. | notes above their nominal value. Depreciation can as 
Such continued to be the state of things until towards | well result from the forbearance of the public to demand 
the close of the year 1815. At that time the doctrine | their rights, as from the refusal of the banks to pay their 
so generally taught and so generally received by the | engagements; and the arrangement alluded to, was not 
great mass of the community, that the paper currency | any real resumption of cash payments, but a mere change 
was not depreciated, but that specie had risen in value, | of one species of inconvertibility for another. No seon- 
began to be abandoned. The intelligent part of the | er, however, had the directors of the national bank suc- 
people became convinced, that although the nominal | ceeded in the desirable object of rendering depreciated 
prices of property and commodities had been advanced, | paper an equivalent for their own convertible notes, 
the substantial wealth of society had abselutely diminish- | than, instead of reflecting from an acquaintance with 
ed, and the evils attendant upon a depreciated and a| general principles, and from the experience of the past, 
perpetually fluctuating currency were universally ac-| that the channels of circulation could contain without 
knowledged. Each city, town and county, had its own | depreciation, but a limited amount of paper credits, and 
local currency, bearing no equivalency with, or a fixed | that that amount was already in those channels, they 
proportion to any other; the congequence of which was, | began to add’to the mass already redundant, by emis- 
that a new and extensive class of brokers sprang into| sions of their ewn notes; and in the course of a few 
existence, who have ever since been supported at the | months added to the mass of bank loans an amount 
expense of those who have been defrauded by the banks | greatly beyond the reductions which had been made. 
of their just and indisputable rights. Counterfeiters| By this means the currency, although nominally con- 
also added to the mass of paper in circulation, and the | vertible, was depreciated below its former low state, 
difficulty of detection where so many signatures were | and was thrown back, instead of being advanced on 
current, invited to an increase of their numbers. the road of restoration; and thus was rendered nuga- 


Che plan about this time projected of establishing a| tory all the pain and embarrassment which the public 
national bank with a commanding capital, held forth an | had suffered from the former curtailipents of the state 
expectation, that the desired restoration of the currency | banks. 
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This unwise procedure of replunging the people into 
the debts from which they had been partially extrica- 
ted, and of involving others who had hitherto escaped, 
was continued for a time; but the dreadful day of retri- 
bution at length arrived. The bank discovered almost 
too late, that its issues had been extended beyond the 
limits of safety, and that it was completely in the power 
of its creditors. It also foresaw that the payment of 
that portion of the Louisiana debt, redeemable on the 
2\ist of October, 1818, which was held by foreigners, 
might occasion a demand fora considerable amount of 
coin, that the enhanced prices of China, India, and 
other gouds, occasioned by the depreciation of the currency 
_ the over issues of itself and the state banks, would 

ead to a demand for specie, and that as it was profess- 


edly a specie bank, liable, under a penalty of 12 per. 


cent. per annum to pay its notes on demand, the same 
delicacy and forbearance would not be extended towards 
it as to the state banks. These considerations impelled 
it to seek its own safety, and from that moment a sys- 
tem of reduction commenced. This reduction operating 
upon the state banks, which had not profited by the 


opportunity afforded them of contracting their loans | 


whilst the other was extending, obliged them also to 
diminish their transactions, and a general curtailment 
ensued, which has not yet had its consummation. The 











wealth, who can perceive in the banking institutions 
the immediate causes of their embarrassments. Never- 
| theless your committee are of opinion, that in the pre- 
sent circumstances of the world, it is the policy of the 
general government to assist the rising manufactures of 
‘the nation, by such public aid, as will prevent their 
| prostration by the jealous rivalry of foreign states. 
Ycur committee is sensibly impressed with the dan- 
gers which may hereafter arise from the renewal and 
creation of bank charters, and as they have deemed it 
_to be within the limits embraced by the resolution under 
'which they act, they take the liberty of giving to the 
| Senate their ideas of the provisions which should be in- 
_corporated in every charter of a bank hereafter sanc- 
tioned by the legislature. ‘They are as follows: 
irst. A penalty of 12 per cent. per annum in addi- 
| tion to a forfeiture of the charter, should be imposed 
/upon the amount of all notes and deposits not redeew- 
_ed in specie on demand. 
| Secondly. No bank should be allowed at any time to 
loan more than fifty per cent. beyond the amount of its 
_ capital. 
Thirdly. All profits above six per cent, should be 
| equally divided between the stockholders and the state, 
the amount accruing to the latter to be specifically ap- 
| propriated to internal, improvements. The justice of 


severity of the second pressure commenced in the city | this provision is founded upon the consideration, that, 
in October, 1814, and was continued without intermis- | although high dividends have been made, yet none but 
sion for a year; at the expiration of which time it is | the original subscribers get the benefit of them, for all 
said that the reductions made there by the national bank | subsequent purchasers are compelled to pay for the 
alone have exceeded seven millions of dollars, and those | stock a speculative advance upon its par value, at least 
by the other banks probably two or four more. The | equivalent to the extraordinary interest. 

reductions of the country banks during the three last | Fourth/y. No director except the president should be 
years may be inferred from the following statement, | re-eligible for more than three years, in any period of 
which exhibits the amount of their notes in circulation | six, and none should be entitled to loans beyond a lim- 
at four different periods. ited amount. 

Fifthly. The affairs of the bank and the private ac- 





: : ; 

——— - igs — ° eee | counts of the directors should at all times be open to the 
Do. 1818. 3011153 | inspection of the legislature. 
a 1819. 1318976 Sizxthly. No note for less than five dollars should be 


issued, inasmuch as no solid system of paper credits 
From the foregoing history it will be seen, what in- | can any where exist, unless the minor channels of cir- 
fluence has been produced upon the affairs of the com- | culation are exclusively supplied with coin. 
munity by the operations of the banking system. Real | Without such provisions as these, the propriety of 
property has been raised in nominal value, and thousands | which has been established by the dear bought expe- 
cf individuals have been led into speculations, who, | rience of the past, your committee conceive, that it 
without the facility of bank loans would never have | will be impossible to guard the public in future, against 
been thus seduced. “The gradual nominal rise in the the evils of excessive issues, which, whenever they 
price of land, has produced an artificial appearance of ) are made, must sooner or jater re-act upon the commu- 
increasing wealth, which has led to the indulgence of | nity, with effects in a greater or less degree, similar 
extravagance and luxury, and to the neglect of produc- | to those which our fellow citizens, now so unhappily 
tive industry. Foreign importativn and domestic con- experience. 


sumption have thus been carried to an extent, far be- 
yond what the actual resources of the country and people 
would justify, and in’pursuing a shadow the community 
has lost sight of the substance. 


Your committee is aware of the arguments advanced | 


by some, that the general pacification of Europe has 
had a sensible effect upon the domestic relations of the 
United States, and that the neglect of the general go- 
vernment to afford adequate protection to domestic 
manufactures, has been instrumental in a high degree, 
in producing the present distresses. There can be no 


| Having thus performed a part of the duties assigned 
them, your committee will now touch upon the most 
‘important and most difficult branch confided to their 
charge, viz. a remedy for the existing distresses. 
Ata period of extreme suffering, it is natural for 
/ those who are writhing under the lash of affliction, to 
appeal for assistance to those whom they supposed to 
be possessed of the power to relieve, and remedies are 
often suggested, which it would not be practicable, or 
'which it would not be consistent with the honor of a 
state, to adopt. Among these latter the measures of 


doubt, but that the former occurrence has sensibly di- | compelling creditors to take property at a certain valu- 
minished the prices of our agricultural produce, and as | ation for their claims, and of extending the stay of exe- 
far as that has had an influence upon the affairs of indi- | cutions to a period beyond that which is at present 
viduals, it is entitled to consideration; but your commit- | established by law, are prominent. Petitions to that 
tee must observe, that that fall has been accompanied | effect have been presented to the legislature, and if the 
by one nearly corresponding in the prices of foreign | prayers ef the petitioners could be accorded, without 
productions, and that were it not for the debts into | compromitting the high standing which Pennsylvania 
which the community has been plunged by bank facili- | maintains amongst the states of the union, your com- 


ties, the difficulties resulting therefrom would have been 
easily surmounted.—In relation to the second argument, 
viz. The want of protection to domestic saaibceaten, 
although it may apply in a great degree to the opera- 
tions of manufacturing towns, yet it js not valid as re- 
lates to the great mass of the people of the common- 





mittee would be amongst the first to fly to the relief of 
their suffering fellow citizens. But the solemn nature 
of the obligation of contracts, independent of consti- 
tutional objectiens, must impel them to withhold their 
recommendation of projects, which would entail upon 
the commonwealth a stigma as imperishable as time. 
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Whilst they are thus, however, actuated to stand forth | 
as the supporters of the public faith, they teel it incum- 
bent on them to present to the consideration of the 
Senate, a measure, which in their estimation is calcu- 
Jated to afford relief to a vast portion of those, who, 
though ul‘imately solvent in their circumstances, are in | 
danger of ruin from the immediate pressure of their | 
debts. The measure alluded to is the establishment of a 
loan office, by which the sum of $1,500,000 may be loaned | 
to farmers, manufacturers and others, upon indubi- | 
table landed security, for a period of five or ten years, | 
distributed in such moderate sums as will exclude the | 
applications of speculators, and dispense the benefits | 
of the scheme amongst the greatest possible number of | 
sufferers. At a moment like the present, when the pa- | 
ternal care of a government is most loudly implored, 
and when an opportunity is afforded to perform an act 
of no less importance than the rescuing from ruin of 
thousands of our most useful citizens, the people have 
a right to expect from the legislature some noble public 
spirited effort to avoid so awful a calamity; and your 
committee, in accordance with this rational expectation, 
most sincerely concur in the appeal. 

It is not pretended, that by any act of the legislature, 
every embarrassed individual can be saved from ruin.— 
Many, unhappily, by the depression of preperty, and 
other causes, are irretrieveably involved. But it cannot 
be doubted, that there are numerous individuals who 
possess farms capable of affording them support, of the 
‘value of from five to ten thousand dollars, and who 
from the immediate pressure of a debt of one or two | 
thousand dollars, are in danger of being utterly over- 
whelmed. Do cases like these, merit the helping hand 
of a protector’ your committee would ask; or are the 
helpless victims of the rapacity of creditors to be left to 
their fate, and suffered to be swept away by the torrent, 
which, let it be remembered, owes its immediate rise to 
legislative enactments’ We should hope not; and yet 
such must be the result, unless the representatives of 
the pfople, in imitation of their predecessors, who, on 
more than one occasion stepped forth for the relief of 
the community in the manner here recommended, shall 
extend the hand of protection to their prostrate coun- 
trymen. But your committee would observe, that in 
affording direct relief te those who are embarrassed for 
time, and who,to be saved from insolvency, only require 
that a debt payable in staty days should be converted 
into one payable in two or three years, the benefits of 
the lean are not confined to those to whom it is immedi- 
ately granted. Capital diffused amongst a community, 
extends its influence to all who surround it. The plen- 
ty or scarcity ef money depend no less upon the rapidi- 
ty or slowness of circulation, and upon the expansion or 
contraction of confidence, than upon its absolute quan- 
tity. Every time a sum changes hands, it cancels an 
obligation, and it is highly possible, that a million of 
dollars in the course of six months, would discharge 
ten or twenty millions of debts. If examples of the li- 
quidating power of money were required! they could be 
adduced in abundance. Let one however suffice,as par- 
ticularly applicable to the case in puint. A sum was 
lately paid to the sheriff of a neighbouring county in 
discharge of a judgment, and before it left his hands, it 
was employed in the settlement of three or four additi- 
onal judgements, by the direction of the different plain- 
tiffs and defendants. 

The oppression and ruin which have been inflicted 
upon the community by the banks has exciteda strong 
feeling of hostility towards them. Numerous petitions 
have been presented to the legislature from different 
quarters of the state, praying for a repeal of the charters 
of those which were established by the act of March, 
1814, and if there ever was an occasion wherein the 
right of annulling charters reserved by the state, should 
be exercised, the present is most unquestionably one. 
But doubts have arisen on the minds of your committee 
as to the expediency of such acourse. Of the justice of ! 
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the measure they entertain no question, but they are 
disposed to think that a general repealing of the chart- 
ers would have the effect of occasioning a run upon all 
those banks which now redeem their notes in specie, 
by which means they would be brought toa stoppage 
of payment and the mass of inconvertible depreciated 
paper in the state, already so productive of loss and in- 
convenience to the public, would be greatly increased. 
Your committee however deem it of importance that 
the banks should be deprived of the power of purchas- 
ing property sold under their own judgments and mort- 
gages; ard if the right of so abridging their corporate 
powers is not reserved in the law,the end can be attain- 
ed by repealing the charters and restoring them with 
that restriction. This restriction upon the cornorate 
powers of the bank would, it is conceived by your com- 
mittee, have a tendency to restrain that urgency to force 
the sale of property, which a prospect of a future rise 
is so apt to produce, and there can be no reason why 
that class of creditors in the community, who have been 
the most faithless in their contracts, who have been mak- 
ing dividends of money extorted from the public whilst 
they refuse the payment of their notes, who are the 
least of any liable to legal compulsion, who have only a 
limited responsibility, and above all, who have been the 
causes of the public misery, should be the only class, 
which should escape the calamity, of which they them- 
selves have been the authors. If they are determined 
to press their debtors to a sacrifice of their property, 
let them not profit by their own severity. In thus ex- 
pressing their opinions against the immediate repeal of 
the charters of the banks incorporated in 1814, your 
committee however think it due to the public, to re- 
commend to the Senate the adoption of a resolution ex- 
pressive of its sense as to their renewal at the period 
when they shall expire. Your committee would most 
streneously urge it upon future legislatures to suffer no 
consideration to prevail with them to renew a single 
charter, or to grant a new one, but with the restrictions 
above mentioned. 

The abolishing of imprisonment for debt, which has 
just been sanctioned by law, where fraud and conceal- 
ment have not been practiced, and the amendment of 
the law respecting usurious loans of money, will both 
have a tendency to ameliorate the condition ef the com- 
munity. The former will relieve the minds of thousands 
from the apprehension of disgrace and accumulated mi- 
sery, whilst the latter will put an end in a great degree, 
to those extortions which are practiced upon the unfor- 
tunate, and wi!l bring into circulation, at legal interest, 
a vast amount of money held back, for usurious contracts. 

In addition te the plan of a loan office suggested 
above, your committee recommend to the Senate, libe- 
ral appropriations for internal improvements. Money 
for both objects can be readily obtained at six per cent. 
or less, and it is not more the duty ofastate to assist its 
citizens with the means of. employment at a period of 
difficulty, than its policy to do so, when labour can be 
commanded at one half its customary rate. Manual la- 
bour during the ensuing summer will probably be to be 
had for little more than a bare subsistence, and two 
roads may possibly be constructed at the usual expense 
of one. This is the moment then for extraordinary ex- 
ertion; and we trust that the legislature will not be 
backward in adopting a measure which shall carry relief 
to the doors of thousands, and at the same time, in- 
crease the fixed wealth of the state toa greater extent 
than can ever again be done by the expenditure of a 
similar sum. 

Your committee cannot close this report, without ex- 
pressing their hopes, that the sad experience of the 
past, may deeply impress the minds of the community. 
with the important truths—that labour is the legitimate 
source of wealth—that frugality and industry are alone 
te be relied on in the great pursuit of riches—that spe- 
culation is destructive of the morals and subversive of 
the steady employments of a people, and that the con. 
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sumption of domestic manufactures, especially of those | this stage of confusion among the ‘babbling politi- 
which are fabricated within their immediate dwellings, | cians,” Mr. Speaker Dayton would start, suddenly, up- 
is hereafter to be relied on as an important item in re- | on his feet, look fiercely around the hall, and utter the 
storing to the body corporate that health and vigour, of | words, Order! order witheut the Bar! in such appalling 
which it has been latterly deprived. tone of voice, that as though a cannon had been fired 
In order to asceriain the sense of the Senate upon the | under the windows, in the street, the deepest silence, in 
various matters recommended herein, your committee | one moment, prevailed—but for a very short time. 
beg leave to submit for their adoption the following re- | The United States Senate convened in the room, up- 
solutions, viz: stairs, looking into the State House Garden. It has been 
1. Resolved, That it is expedient for the common. | ever since, used by Judges Washington and Peters, as 
wealth to borrow the sum of to be loaned | the District Court. 
to the inhabitants of the several counties and cities upon | In a very plain chair, without canopy, and a small 
Janiled security, in a ratio proportioned to their repre- | mahogany table before him, festooned at the sides and 


sentation. \front with green silk, Mr. Adams, the Vice President, 

2. Resolved, That it is expedient to appropriate at the | presided as President of the Senate, facing the north. 
present session tbe sum of dollars for internal | The portrait in Peale’s museum, is, in the opinion of the 
improvements. | writer, a perfect fac simile of the elder Adams, in face, 


3. Resolved, That it is expedient to deprive the banks | person, and apparel, as they appeared to him, above 
incorporated by the act of March, 1814, of the power | the little table, placed before that venerable gentleman. 
of purchasing property sold under their own judgments | Among the ‘thirty senators of that day, there was ob- 
or mortgages. served constantly, during the debate, the most delight- 

Ordered, To lie on the table. | ful silence, the most beautiful order, gravity, and per- 

[The documents connected with this report will be | sonal dignity of manner. They all appeared every 
inserted in our next Number. ] morning full powdered, and dressed as age or fancy 
| might suggest, in the richest material. The very atmos- 
. TSCRENCG phere of the place seemed to inspire wisdom, mildness, 

a and condescension. Should ane of them so far for- 

Busy memory, like the magician’s wand, or the mimic | get, for a moment, as to be the cause of a protracted 
sword of Harlequin in Pantomime, suddenly changed | whisper, while another was addressing the Vice Presi- 
this new and splendid scenery, near Capitol Hill, and dent, three gentle taps, with his silver pencil case upon 
the Presidential Palace, to an inside view of the plain | the table, by Mr. Adams, immediately restored every 
brick building, at the south east corner of Chestnut | thing to.repose, and the most respectful attention, pre- 
and Sixth streets. In this limited inclosure, the Repre- | senting in their courtesy a most striking contrast to the 
sentatives of the people, in former days, viewed them- | independent loquacity of the representatives below 
selves as surrounded by uncommon elegance and deco- | stairs; some few of whom persisted in wearing, while 
ration in their discussions, they being ‘*fresh from the | in their seats, and during the debate, their ample cocked 
ranks of the people, actually so, and unused to legisla- | hats, placed ‘fore and aft,” upon their heads, with 
tive splendor, other than had been exhibited by the Old | here and there a leg, thrown across the little desks be- 
Congress of 1776, in the east wing of the State House, | fore them, and facing Mr. Jupiter Dayton; as he was 
on Chestnut street. Prior to their removal south, they | sometimes called by writers in the Aurora of Benjamin 
passed unanimously, a vote of thanks, to the authorities | Franklin Bache. 
of Pennsylvania, for having done the thing so very | ‘The Treasury Office, Alexander Hamilton, Secretary, 
handsomely. ; ; | waa located at the south west corner of Third and 

The House of Representatives, in session, occupied | Chestnut streets, in a row of two story brick houses, 
the whole of the ground floor, upon a platform elevated |since removed. The War Office, Henry Knox, Secre- 
three steps in ascent, plainly carpeted, and covering | tary, at the north east corner of Fifth and Chestnut 
nearly the whole of the area, with a limited “Logea,” or | streets; the office of Post Master General, Pickering, 
promenade for the members and privileged persons; | under the same roof; and the City Post Office, Robert 
and four narrow desks, between the Sixth street win- | Patton, Post Master, in Front, abeve Chestnut street. 
dows, for the Stenographers, Lloyd, Gales, Callender, | The office of the United States Treasurer was to be 
and Duane. The Speaker’s chair, without canopy, was | found in his front parlour, of the house now occupied 
of plain leather, and brass nails, facing the east, at or | by Earl and Sully as a Picture Gallery, 
near the centre of the western wall. The first Speaker | At this period of the government.of the United States, 
of the House, in this city, was Frederick Augustus Muh- | the mere idea, then but floating upon the surface of 
lenburg, who, by his portly person, and handsome ro. ) our policy, that we should possess.a Navy, was scouted, 
tundity, literally filled the chair. His rubicund complex- | being viewgd as an entering wedge to despotism, press- 
ion and oval face, hair full powdered; tamboured satin gangs, as in England, and a thousand ships of war— 
vest, of ample dimensions, dark blue coat, with gilt but- | consequently there were, as yet, neither Navy Office, 
tons, and a sonorous voice, exercised by him without | nor Secretary of the Navy.”—.Amer. Daily Adv. 
effoit, in putting | aman all ag “ z 
appearance and sound, with his magnificent name, anc , 

ameaieahs as it was, by that of George Washington, AMERICAN SILK.—No, 9. 
President, as signatures to the Laws of the Union—all Having made it my business since my arrival in this 
these had an imposing effect upon the inexperienced | country, to obtain all the information I could, in an his- 
auditory, in the gallery, to whom all was new and yery | torical as well as statistical point of view, respecting 
strange. | the subject of which I am now treating, I have found 
He was succeeded here by Jonathan Dayton, of New | that at various times since the first settlement of the A- 
Jersey, a very tall, raw-boned figure of a gentleman, | merican Colonies, and antecedent to the revolutionary 
with terrific aspect, and, when excited, a voice of thun- war, several successive but fruitless endeavors had been 
der. His slender, bony figure, filled only the centre of | made by the colonists, as well as by the mother country, 
the chair; resting on the arms of it, with his hands, and lto intreduce the cultivation and the filature of silk in 
not the eibows. From the silence, which prevailed of | different parts of this continent. 
course on coming to order; after prayers by Bishop Since the revolution, however, the minds of men ap- 
White, an occasional whisper, increasing to a buz, after pear to have been turned to other ebjects, until within 
the manner of boys in school, in the seats, in the lobby, | the last five years, when suddenly, and by a simultane- 
and around the fires, swelling, at last, to loud conver- | ous and spontaneous impulse, without any apparent ex- 
sation, wholly inimical to debate. Very frequently, at | ternal excitement, the people of the United States 
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have directed their attention to this source of national 
riches. Every where, from north to south, mulberry 
trees have been planted and silk worms raised, either 
for amusement or under a vague impression that it might 
be turned to profit. Ido not speak of Connecticut, where 
the raising of silk worms, for the purpose of making 
sewing silk, has been for along time a settled branch of 
industry, in my opinion very unprofitable compared to 
what might be done with the same materials: 1 allude 
to the other states in this Union, where the phenomenon 
I have mentioned has already taken place. Within the 
above mentioned peried several! foreign works have been 
translated or abridged, on the subject of the culture and 
manufacture of silk, and it is but lately that the first 
number of a periodical on that subject, edited by Dr. 
Pascalis,* has been announced at New York, which 
shows how much the people at large are desirous of in- 
formation upon this topic. The rulers of the nation yield- 
ing to the national desire, have been taking measures to 
salis'y the general wishes. In May, 1826, the House of 
Representatives of the U.S.passed a resolution directing 
**thatthe Secretary of the Treasury cause to be prepar- 
ed, a well digested Manual, containing the best practical 
information that can be collected,on the growth and man- 
ufacture of Siik, adapted to the different parts of the 
Union; and containing such facts and observations, in re- 
Jation to the growth and manufacture of silk in other 
countries, as might be useful.”” The manual was accord- 
ingly compiled, and published last year, under the au- 
thority of the government, ina pamphlet containing 220 
pages. The Legislature of Maryland, as 1 am informed, 
passed an analogous resolution at their last session, and it 
is probable that the subj ct has been taken up by other 
states, altho’ lam notin possession of the particular facts. 
Societies have been established for the promotion of the 
culture of silk, and the newspapers abound with para- 
graphs showing how much this branch of industry has 
attracted the attention of the people of this country.— 
It is evident that the moment has arrived when it is to 
be wey up and prosecuted with effect. 

As far as I have been able to judge, the manufacture 
of sewing silk, after the example of Connecticut, ap- 
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merican raw silk quoted in the Philadelphia ne wspa- 
pers, at fair regular prices, as an article of merch nd ze. 
1 would thus have benefitted at the same time France 
and the United States, and could have returned home 
with honor, if not with profit, leaving behind me a pleas- 
ing remembrance, 

Full of this project, 1 went to Baltimore, and I here 
hope I shall be excused if I express my sincere gratitude 
for the kind treatment that I experienced during five 
days that I remained there, from the inhabitants of that 
patriotic and hospitable city. The memory of it shall 
never be effaced from my mind. ! failed, however, in 
the main object ofmy journey. 1 founda great many 
cocoons-—enough, indeed, to produce, by means of 
their eggs, at least one hundred quintals for the next 
season, and all these raised within the circumference of 
ufew miles. But to my great mortification, there were 
very few of them that were perforated, the moths hav- 
ing been suffered to escape, so that they could not be 
used in the preparation of fine silk. They might, in- 
deed, have been employed in making sewing silk, but 
that was not the object that I had in view; besides, that 
article, to compete with that manufactured in Europe, 
cannot be made without the necessary machinery, par- 
ticularly the ¢hrowsting mill, of which I have made men- 
tion in some of the preceding numbers. 

Upon the whole, however, I have no reason to be dis- 
satisfied with my Journey. I found the silk of Mary- 
land not in the least inferior to that of Pennsylvania, and 
I have seen cocoons sent to a friend of mine from Nor- 
folk, in Virginia, the product of worms fed on the leaves 
of the wild native mulberry, the silk of which was equal- 
ly beautiful, with this difference, that they contained 
more of the floss or refuse silk, and consequently cannot 
be so profituble as the others. 1 wifnessed also the ex- 
traordinary zeal of the inhabitants for the culture of this 
article; one lady showed me fifteen hundred pounds 
weight of cocoons produced on her plantation, at the 
distance of three miles from the city. At the same time 
I must own, that I did not find that the people posses- 
sed sufficient instruction respecting the manner of rais< 


pears to have been the first object in view. I have seen | ing the silk worm; the insect which preduced the co- 


samples from various parts of the Union. Otherwise, I 
have not seen any where any fixed design for the em- 
ployment of the silk to be raised by the citizens of the 
United States. It is not extraordinary that a subject so 
complicated should be little understood in a country that 
has neyer had the opportunity of acquiring practical 
experience. Having undertaken, at the request of per- 
sons whom I could not refuse, to point out and 
explain to the people of this country what I conceive to 
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be the best plan to be pursued,—that is to say, that of | 


beginning with the making, not of sewing silk, but of the 
ditTerent qualities of raw silk for exportation,—I felt de- 
sirous of convincing the public of its practicability by 
actual and immediate experiment. Having heard that 
mulberry trees and silk worms were raised in great 
quantities in the vicinity of Baltimore, 1 procured letters 
of introduction from my friends here, and made a visit 
tothat city. I had expected to find there a sufficient 
quantity of perfect cocuons, to make at least a hundred 
pounds weight of raw silk. fer which | was certain of an 
immediate sale. It would have given me great pleasure, 


* The Silk Culturist, to be published quarterly; the 
second number to appear in October next. Also by the 
same author, ‘‘Practical Instructions for the Culture of 
Silk and the Mulberry Tree.” Vol. 1. New York. Sold 
by William B. Gilley, No. 94 Broadway, and by the ed- 
itor, No. 71 Liberty-street. 

I find also advertised in the New York newspapers, 
** A Methodical Treatise on the Cultivation of the Mul- 
berry Tre¢ and the raising of Silk Worms, and on Wind- 
ing the Silk from the Cocoons. By William H. Vernon, 
of Rhode Island. Being an abridgement of a large 
French work, by M. De la Brousse. 
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coons appeared to have more or less sufftred for want 
of skilful care; indeed the lady to whom 1 have just al- 
luded, candidly acknowledged to me that she had no 
instruction at all, and that she had only followed her 
own observation and judgment. I am astonished that 
she succeeded so well. 

It seems to me that the publications that have appear- 
ed in this country on the subject of the culture of the 
mulberry and raising of the silk worm, are by far too 
voluminous for an extensive circulation, and too full of 
details, for the most part of minor importance.—They 
are in general compiled from foreign works, written fer 
the direction of the European peasantry, who are by no 
means so intelligent or so well-informed as the farmers 
and planters of the United States. 1 have therefore pro- 
mised, at the instance of my Baltimore friends, to pub- 
lish in time for the next season, The Silk Culturist’s 
Almanac, for the Year 1850; in which it is my intention 
to condense into a small space, in that cheap and popu- 
lar form, the principal directions necessary to be attend-. 
ed to, omitting the minute details with which the exist- 
ing books on this subject are generally leaded; and 
leaving as much as possible to the judgment of the in- 
telligent cultivator. Due attention will be paid to the 
differences arising from the variety of climates of this 
country, and nothing shall be inserted but what shall 
be thought absolutely necessary ;.and in the preparation 
of that little book, I shall be assisted by the gentleman 

.who now holds the pen for me,- and whe unites his la- 
bour to mine in the composition of these essays. I by 
no means pretend to produce a perfect or complete 
work, I shall only endeavour to convey,-in plain and 
perspicuous language, the practical knowledge which 
I have acquired by experience, so as to enable the Ame- 
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rican farmers to undertake the raising of silk worms, and | proved with the Schuylkill, by one of the ablest chem- 
the production of good, saleable cocoons, with reasona- | ists, who pronounced it the best he had examined.— 
ble hopes of success. | Thirty pounds of each were burned under similar cir- 
i find that I have wandered somewhat from my main | cumstances, and as the Mahanoy was found to be more 
subject, but | have thought that this digression, occa- | casily ignited, emitting in combustion, a more intense 
sioned by my journey to Baltimore, would not be unac- | heat, and more caloric. Its specific gravity 1.25; the 
ceptable. I am hastering as fast as possible towards the | Schuylkill, 1.453.* 
conclusion of these es-ays, fearing that [have already! 3. The mining operations may be performed with 
trespassed too much on the patience of an indulgent | great facility. ‘The strata of coal are horizontal or neatly 
public. | so; and thus the roof may be supported by coal pillars. 
J. DDHOMERGUE. No labour will be needed to discharge water from the 
24th August, 1829. pits, for it may be readily drained off into the streams 
intersecting the field. 
Iron ore appears to abound in these lands, fine timber 
COAL MINES OF MAHANOY. | is plentifully fuund along the waters, and elsewhere; 
cet ; , | some fertile valleys in the vicinity are settled by indus- 
The following interesting notices of these mines are | trious Germans; and, for water power, the Mahanoy is 
extracted from a letter to the editors of the “ Register,” | decidedly the finest creek in Northumberland county.” 
who are authorised to make certain references as to the | Niles’ Register. 
important facts stated. They present to us another | 
strong inducement to persevere in the construction of} * A gentleman of Baltimore, of much respectability, 
the Baltimore and Susquehanna rail road, so happily | engaged in ironworks, having tried about twenty tons, 
begun on Saturday last—the cenlenary of our incorpo- | says it is much more pure than that from Wilkesbarre; 
ration. | and that, if any anthracite coal smelts iron ore, it will be 
** These mines have hitherto been little known: but} such as this, which resembles charcoal more than any he 
the time is not distant, when their value will be appre- | has ever seen. 
ciated. Their proximity to the Chesapeake, compared 
to the other coal ficlds of the Susquehanna, render them West Chester, Aug. 25. 
well worthy the immediate attention of the enterprising We received from one of our neighbors in East Brad- 
capitalists of Baltimore: the lightness of the coal, and | ford, some time last week, a stalk of oats, measuring 
easiness of ignition, are said to excel the Lehigh and | about 5 feet ten inches in length, and heayily loaded 
Schuylkill, which are not so hard, or heavy, as the Lu-| with grain—and which, he says, did not hold its head 
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zerne coal, 

The Mahanoy mines consist of pure, but very light 
anthracite, approaching more nearly to charcoal than 
any other known in Pennsylvania. They are situated 
about forty miles north of Harrisburg; eight miles east 
of the Susquehanna, to which the descent is easy and 
unimpeded, and ten miles from Sunbury; bearing from 
this place from S. W. to N. E. the western termination 
of the range is in, and near, the forks, of the big and 


little Mahanoy creeks, which may readily be found on | 


Mellish’s late map, entering the Susequehanna 14 miles 


below the confluence of the West and North Branches, | 


and about 130 miles from the tide water of the Chesa- 
peake. 


The coal field is about ten miles in length, extend- | 


ing north 80° E. to the Shamokin Creek, at Mr. Boyd’s 
mines, gradually widening from one half a mile, at the 


western bluff, to two and a half, bounded on each side | 


by aridge, diverging as they proceed eastward. Thus 
is formed a sort of sequestered, but elevated wall, which 
is principally a mass of anthracite coal. It lies generally 
within a few feet of the surface, and sometimes breaks 
out above it. In the face of the bank of ‘*Serby’s” 
brook, the coal begins about four feet below the sur- 
face, and is still found at the base of the bank, in the 
bed of the stream, about sixty feet below its commence- 
ment. How much deeper the vein lies has not yet been 
ascertained. At thirty feet back from the margin, the 
ground has been opened to the depth of sixteen fect, 
through continuous coal, to a stratum of schistus, beneath 


which, doubtless the coal again proceeds, at least as 


deep as in the bed of the adjacent stream. 


The mines are stated to possess the following advan- 


tages, among others— 


1. Their geographical position is about 70 miles near- 
er to the Cheapeake bay than those of Wilkesbarre, or 


any other valuable mines on the Susquehanna; which 
distance is supposed equivalent to one dollar and forty 


cents per ton, in transit to market, upon a canal or rail | 
road. An act of the legislature has been passed for the} _ Printed every SATURDAY MORNING by WILLIAM F.° 


| higher than some of the rest in the same field. That’s 

| equal, we presume, te any thing in Delaware, Montgo- 

| Mery, or Lancaster counties—and is a proof of the unu- 
sual productiveness of the season. 

We were last week presented with a stalk of corn, 
| raised by Mr. David Carr, of this borough, measuring 
| 16 feet, set with two full cars. — Record. 

A Double Egg.—We have often seen a “ wheel with- 
ina wheel,” but never an egg within an egg, until one 
day last week, when invited to the house of Mr. Al- 
spach, hatter, of the town of Carlisle; Pennsylvania, 
who produced a hen’s egg, much larger than the com- 
mon size, and gave the tollowing account of it: 

**It was an egg of the large breed of fowls, and when 
broken, it was discovered that another egg of common 
size, with a perfect shell was inclosed.—The substance 
of the outer egg was used, but the inner one arid the 
| outer shell he keeps as a curiostty.”” They are pheno- 
| mena.— Carlisle Volunteer. 


Appointment by the Governor. 

Sruon Cameron, Esq. of Harrisburg, to be Adjutant 
General of the Militia of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, in the place of George B. Porter, Esq. re- 
signed. _ 

Large Cabbage.—Mr. Isaac Meyer, of Passyunk, had 
on Monday last, in the New Market, in South Seccnd 
street, among other excellent vegetables, a cabbage,’ 
weighing 18 pounds. 





Two statues have been placed in the State House 
Yard. One on the west side, corresponding with the 
part of the public buildings occupied by the Courts, re- 
presents Justice. That on the east side corresponding 
with the part of the public buildings occupied by the 
City Councils, represents Wisdom. 
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: . ° GEDDES, No. 59 Locust Street. Philadelphia; where, and at 
incorporation of a company to make a rail road, from te ° 
the mines to the river, which route is a gentle descent, the PUBLICATION OFFICE, IN FRANKLIN PLACE, second 


apon good bottom. Coal might thus be delivered at the 


river, at from 40 to 60 cents per ton. 


2. The quality of the coal has been comparatively | there is an agent. 


thankfully received. Price FIVE DOLLARS per annum, payable 
annually by subservbers residing in or near the city, or wher? 
Ovher subscribers pay in advance, 


door back of the Post Office, (hack room) subscriptions will be 

















